




Why were we taught at school that bodies 
fall atthe same speed, irrespective of their 
weight (mass)? The little disclaimer that 
should always follow this statement is 
"discounting air resistance". In fact the 
two friends jumping off (hypothetical, I 
hope) with their paragliders still packed 
(this is called a base jump) 
will not reach terminal velocity at the 
same time (ie when their drag equals their 
weight) unless they are identical twins, nor 

~ On 19 July 1997, my 
friend, Barry 

Robinson, sadly 
passed away. A 
member of the 
Byron Bay Hang 
Gliding Club for 
many years, Barry 

was a colourful 
character who was 

well liked by many flyers 

~ Bill Moyes' reply to AJ Murray's 
letter in Skysailor seemed to confirm 
rumours about Bill I had heard circulating 
around the hill for years. 
It would have been a piece of cake for most 
company directors to reply to a letter such as 
AJ's and come out shining. 

will they reach the bottom atthe same time 
anywhere on earth (although they would on 
the moon where terminal velocity is infinity). 
During a Freefall Skydiving course, ask your 
instructors how they intend to match speeds 
with their student. It is done with variations 

of our club, including myself. 

It is clear to me that, in the long run, AJ will 
have the last laugh. By the way: Don't feel too 
bad AJ -I know a guy who bought a brand 
new Moyes Xtralite and went to the Inglewood 
Fly-In. Bill wouldn't tow him because he didn't 
have a Moyes tow release. 

Steve Black 

in body position, jumpsuits and amounts of 
ballast (lead in a weight vest). This "air resis
tance" is what makes aviation sports possible. 

John Chapman 
APF Technical Support Officer 

He was a friendly person, had a great sense 
of humour and often went out of his way to 
help others. In the last few months, Barry 
made his peace with the creator before he 
passed away after a courageous fight against 
cancer, surrounded by his family and those 
who loved him. His presence and companion
ship will be greatly missed by all who knew 
him. Shalom Barry. 

Mike Sealey 

~ Thanks for a great magazine. Skysailor is 
one of my many aids to share the reality of all 
flying means to us with other interested 
"hopefuls". Just 2 days ago I discovered 
another probable new member, a high school 
headmaster, so my Skysailor is off doing the 
rounds again. 

MT BUFFALO CHALET 
CENTENNIAL SPOT 

LANDING COMPETITION 

Venue 
Date 

Fee 
Registration 

Mt Buffalo 
7th January 1998 
with 8th January as a back up 
$25 including presentation BBQ 
9-10 am Bright Visitors Centre 
7th January 

Between the Hay Nationals and Bogong Cup take 
some time out to relax and enjoy some fun flying 
at Australia's most famous hang gliding site. At the 
same time help us promote the sport that we love 
so much with TV footage and live radio broadcasts. 
Trophies & prize money for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place 
& beaps of other giveaways!!! Organised transport 
up the hill. 

THIS IS A FUN COMPETITION!! 
Cheques payable to: 
Carol Binder Mt Buffalo Spot Landing Competition 

PO Box 336 Bright Victoria 3741 

For enquiries and information sheets ring mobile 

0417 311 360 
Photo: Brian Webb at Buffalo. 

lance Keough 

NEW SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
The Linknife is a main release 
that works by cutting the 
weaklink. 
It is also a backup release which 
can be placed almost anywhere 
in the system. The two stainless 
steel blades form a V which will 
quickly and cleanly cut anything 
that fits into the 6mm slots, 
including perlon , webbing , towline 
and, of course, weaklink string of 
any strength. 
Only $24.50 plus p&h 

• • 
Rotor - the tiny swivel for reserve 
parachutes which offers additional 
safety. Helps to prevent wrapping 
up the rescue system caused by 
spinning motion of gliders in 
emergency situations. DHV tested, 
5,000kg breaking load, 120g light 
Only $119.00 plus p&h 

Incotrade Australia Pty Ltd 
Attn Chris Nagel 
35 Boronia Ave 

Holland Park OLD 4121 

Light weight inflatable wheels 
Designed for pilots who occasionally 
land on them, these wheels serve 
as shock absorbers on hard 
ground and measure 200 x 50mm, 
weigh 450g and have a diameter 
of 35mm. They require adaptor 
sleeves to fit them to control bars. 
Only $74.00/pair plus p&h 
(cheaper than a new upright!) 

Tel : 07-3219 2034 Fax: 07-3219 2035 

Mobile: 0411 793 692 

Email : incoa@gil.com.au 

www.gil.com.au/comm/inco/fly1 .hlml 
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I live in one of the most beautiful areas in France, Chamonix, where 
I run paragliding courses. For 6 years I watched hang glider pilots 
launch from Plain Joux and enjoy the mountainous surroundings 

and in all that time I have dreamt of my turn! Paragliders are fun and 
very convenient ro fly - they've kept me in this valley for some years 
and I really enjoy flying them, but they lack something that hang 
gliders have. Perhaps it's the true spirit of flying a wing! 

It all started about 3 years ago on the Isle of Wight. I entolled in 
a course introducing me [0 this 'new' adventure but, thanks [0 British 
weather, two days were all I had. Those two days had really given 
me the flavour - I wanted more! it wasn't until this year that I finally 
managed [0 squeeze in a holiday from paragliding in the Alps. 

Last May found me at Lejair, Tony and Rona Webb's [Owing 
school in Norfolk. I'm getting on a bit now and carrying gliders 
uphill can be a bit wearing. Towing turned out to be the answer. 
However, I have been flying paragliders [00 long and my learning 
capacity and co-ordination skills had been resting; the awakening 
was slow. Although May was the best month for training, I only 
managed to get airborne on 3 days out of a possible 16. I really felt 
like a punter, waiting for the conditions to change. 

The training was excellent. Tony and Rona gave me their best 
and personal tuition, towing me around, across and over their massive 
training field and I managed a number of flights each day. The launches 
were fine but the landings were definitely tricky. Taking off was loads 
easier on a hang glider - it's a joy launching a glider that doesn't collapse 
with turbulence! The winch work was expertly managed by the team and 
the subtlety and control of the winch operator was beyond belie£ Most 
of my flights were on the good old Stubby, though I did have a chance 
[0 try a Skyfloater (it was fun - every paraglider pilot should try it!). 
Then the weather turned. Though my return to France was imminent 
I managed a brief visit [0 Airwave on the Isle of Wight. In a flash I had 
signed up for their new Pulse 2 and had been measured for a Race 2 
harness. Sold already, and I haven't even had a proper flight yet! 

Back in France, the thought of missing another year of hang 
gliding was becoming a heavy load. The arrival of my Pulse 2 
was close and I didn't want to sit looking at it. Foreseeing a 

possible break from my thermalling courses, I enrolled into a French 
hang gliding school close to Geneva's Lake Leman. A Ciel Ouvert 
run by Herve Duplan, started training at 8:00 on the hill. Oh God! 
2 hours driving through mountainous roads, followed by carrying 
gliders uphill. Will I survive? Upon arrival I watched in amazement 
as Herve set up a weird contraption with loads of rope, wire, levers 
and an alloy tube with wheels on it. It was a winch, driven by an old 
2CV engine and coaxed along by frequent taps with a large hammer. 
It winched hang gliders back up the hill! Oh, joy! 

The 40m hill offered a short flight consisting of one left hand 
turn and a stretch to level out before landing in a field. Each night 
the farmer's dairy herd returned to the field to eat, sleep and s . . . - the 
incentive to land on one's feet was high. With the help of the winch, 
the two French would-be pilots and I easily completed 9 flights each 
in 3 hours, followed by the traditional French 2 hour lunch. 

After lunch on my first day we all met for our first 'grand vol'. 
Thinking this would be a quick top-to-bottom at a larger site, I was 
surprised to find myself looking down at Lake Leman from nearly 
750m. This couldn't be serious! I'd only ever flown for a few seconds! 
But Herve was confident, suggesting I just launch, relax and let the 
instructor at the bottom radio me in! 

My glider was a Tecma Medium 15. It looked far more complicated 
than the Stubby with more battens and bits, though rigging it didn't 
take long. I watched a visiting Dutch group launch, noting their 
flight paths and landing approaches. Suddenly it was my turn and 

" 

before I knew it I was standing on the edge of the mountain 
with the glider on my shoulders. The adrenaline was pumping 
and my sweaty hands made my grip on the uprights difficult. 

After three steps the glider [Ook my weight and I was flying. 
The mountain dropped away quickly but control seemed difficult 
with my vice-like grip."Relax! Relax!" came over the radio, "Let go 
of the uprights. Let - go - of - the - uprights!" Then the glider was 
flying itself] I gently [Ook control again and found it really easy [0 

steer. Conditions were gentle, though a moment later the glider lurched 
as I flew through a small thermal. Paragliders, with all their string and 
cloth, damp out quite a bit of the bump when striking thermals; a 
hang glider reacts immediately, giving instant feedback. I corrected 
and pulled on a little speed, trying not [0 grip the uprights [00 hard. 

In no time the landing area loomed. From the air it appeared tiny. 
My instructions had been, "On final, pull on a little speed as you 
approach the ground and hold it until you are just a metre or so up, 
then level out and slow the glider before flaring!" Good advice, but not 
[0 stubborn paraglider pilot who is used ro a glider almost slowing by 
itsel£ As the ground came rushing [Owards me I eased out much too 
high. The glider went mushy but, holding it, I landed on the wheels. 

T he following day found me back on the training hill trying 
to sort out the landing problems. In the afternoon we again 
tackled the grand vol. This time I was far more relaxed and 

directly after launch Herve encouraged me into my first 360. I 
referred to my bible, Denis Pagen's Hang Glider Training Manual: 
"Pull in for a bit of speed, roll the wing and then push out a bit. 
Don't forget to centre yoursel£" Wow, it really works. "Try another", 
came over the radio. After a few more I heard Herve telling the 
instructor on the ground, "This guy is used [0 flying paragliders so 
we'll leave him to it for a while." So began my first 30 minutes of 
hang gliding in thermals. My landing? That was my entry into the 
bent aluminium club! On the next day my goal was to spend an 
hour at cloudbase. It only turned out to be 50 minutes, but even 
the local sailplane pilots couldn't get over me! 

Still dismayed with my landings I had to shelve hang gliding for 
a bit, but 2 weeks later Tony and Rona were out visiting my area and 
I found time to fly with them and their group. My first launch with 
my new Pulse 2 was from the Annecy ramp with a flight over the lake 
[0 land at their camp site. I chickened out of a foot landing at the last 
minute and put the Pulse onto its wheels. Not ethical, I know, but 
I was down and in one piece. 2 days later I introduced Tony, Rona 
and their team to pure mountain flying at Plaine Joux. Since then 
I have managed another 10 flights and have only bent one upright! 

H ang gliding for me is a [Otally new experience, far more like 
real flying than paragliding will ever be. The training is more 
complicated but the rewards are special. Quicker decisions 

need to be made in the air, especially when flying with paragliders 
and hang gliders. Paragliders appear like slalom poles that change 
position as you complete each 360 and hang gliders are much harder 
[0 see. I find the hang glider a sensitive machine [0 fly and the extra 
performance makes thermalling a little easier, though at present 
I am not as manoeuvrable in the air as I would like to be. In between 
thermals it's just great: pull in for speed and zap, you're there! 

If you are a paraglider pilot looking for something a little different 
and perhaps a little more exciting, try hang gliding. If you don't try 
it you'll never know. And please don't ever complain about the hang 
gliders on your site until you have! I can't wait for next summer when 
the mountain thermals start [0 boom. The effort of learning [0 hang 
glide was definitely worthwhile - I now have two air sports n 
to play with! .-J 
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High Adventure 

Short Story 

Sponsored by High Adventure Airpark 

This issue there are 3 entries to the High 
Adventure competition: First Michelle tries to 
escape some unwanted attention by taking to 
the sky. David got everything just right on an 
interesting day at Blackheath and Graham 
reminisces about the days when thennals 
were something to be apprehensive about. 

The race is on for the best illustrated 

short story published in Skysailor 

until Feb/Mar 98 issue. 

Stories should be around 500 words, involve a 
hang gliding, paragliding or triking experience 
and be non-fictional. They can be educational, 
humourous, adventurous, or all of the above, 
and texts should be accompanied by your 
photographs, artwork or diagrams (originals 
need to be supplied for publication). 

THE PRIZE 
THE WINNER will be selected by a panel of 
judges and is in for a treat: 5 nights and 6 days 
at the High Adventure Airpark for 2 people. 
This prize includes accommodation, breakfast. 
a rainforest horse ride, 2 days of sailing Eco 
experience in a 16-foot trimaran, a day of either 
winch or aerotowing and a microlight 
introductory flight or transport from and to 
flying sites in the surrounding area. 

Get your entry off before 1 November 

for the next issue of Skysailor! 

HOW TO ENTER 
ANYONE is welcome to enter one or several 
stories, as long as they are entertaining. Every 
pilot out there has at least one tale to tell, so 
next time the wind's not on, put it on paper and 
send it to: 

Hi,,,- A(lveKnin (OK1petitioH 
PO Box 197 

Helensburgh NSW 2508 

DeclJan 91/98 
FeblMar9B 

1 November 97 
1 January 98 

).,.{t like ~i{Me\j'AMd. 
~ 

MI C HELLE B A TTERHAM 

Ti mbis. Bal i -It was 1:50 pm. ''This is 
like Disneyland!", Bernard, the French para
gliding instrucwr, kept repeating as the so 
called "wp guns" in their competition wings 
literally started w drop out of the sky. It was 
lunchtime, the members of the Unidentified 
Foreign Sponsored Gwup (UFSG's) were 
hungry and obviously wanted w get down 
as fast as possible. Little thought was payed 
to the wp landing approach and as a result 
not one pilot landed in the large designated 
landing area. The spectacular performance 
lasted only a few 
minutes with 
Bernard as the 
one-line stuttering 
commentawr. 15 
pilots skillfully 
displayed what 
happens when 
you fly into 
rowr: How w 
tree land, down
wind top land, 
spot land on 
inflated canopies, spiral dive or B-line stall 
over land and what happens when you stall 
your canopy 7m above the ground. The 
regular fliers could only shake their heads 
and laugh at so much "experience". 

2:00pm, the windsock filled and 
straightened, no one up yet - perfect. 
It was time for us to fly. My partner was 
first up, then I got ready. As I was rigging, 
one of the UFSG's, with a handkerchief 
wrapped around his face, introduced himself 
and his two friends, "Hello, I'm No.1 and 
I climbed 3km in one thermal. My friends 
here thermalled 2.5km and 2km in the 
same thermal." 

As I did my 4 point safety check, No.1 
sidled over and whispered "I love you." 
Time to take off. I planned to get high, 
stay away from the crowd and land only 
once the UFSG's had left. After my first 
pass in front of launch, the handkerchiefed 
pilot was waving, "Wait, I want to fly with 
you!" It was high time w split. 

I headed wwards the magic bowl w 
gain as much height as possible. With my 
45kg I find height easy w gain regardless 
of the wing's performance, but unless I fly 
with ballast, my speed is compromised. 
The faceless man was hot w trot and his 

wing appeared 
w be as fast as 
any hang glider. 
Thankfully I 
hit the bowl's 
elevator lift and 
up I went. The 
faceless man's 
canopy nearly 
touched my 
feet as he passed 
underneath, 
searching w 

find that small bubble of lift he'd just raced 
through. Frustrated that his wafer thin 
canopy couldn't get as high as my fat cells, 
he yelled: "Let's land!" No way. 

Suddenly I hit the critical point on 
the wind gradient: Great height but little 
penetration even with full accelerator on. 
I had to descend to a lower level. Yep, Big 
Ears down w the faceless man's terriwry 
- I feared the repercussions. Straight away 
he makes a pass at me, upside down in 
his harness, "Why don't you come back 
to my room wnight?" Ugh! As he wedges 
his wingtip against mine, I turn away only 
w find another pilot approaching - it was 



going to be a threesome! I could still hear 
Bernard's voice, "This is like Disneyland!" 

I contemplated a B-line stall to descend 
below them and wake them at the same 
time, but their fate was already in the cards: 
"Let's fly to our hotel", the faceless man 
yelled. They must be crazy, the wind 
direction was completely wrong for that 
part of the ridge. 

Honestly, I only tried to follow them 
to tell them not to go. I swear I didn't have 
any intentions of luring them to a kook's 
fate. But too slow to catch them, I had to 
turn back and took up my elevated position 
high over the magic bowl. I watched as 
their high performance wings quickly 
descended to a beach landing followed 
by a long walk. Two hours later I landed. 
There he was, his face still covered by 
a sweaty handkerchief - he really had 
lost face . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

PERFECT 
DAVID PHILLIP S 

High Rduenture 
Competition 

The forecast looked reasonable. 
so I slipped off to Blackheath, my favourite 
local site. Things didn't look good on the 
way up, the forecasted light winds were 
there, but the mountains were covered 

Above: Looking towards Blackheath town. Inset: The line of haze clearly marked t he approaching sea breeze. 

in altostratus cloud and a strong inversion 
with lots of haze was present. I started 
feeling guilty at sloping off from domestic 
responsibi lities on yet another fruitless 
attempt to feed my addiction. 

But I kept going ... 
At launch, things looked better. The 

sky was clear, the wind light and there were 
several others there. Three hang gliders and 
a paraglider launched in quick succession 
as Steve Hunt, Ian Westbrook and I rigged 
up. They al l got above launch easily for a 
while, then bombed out quickly. There was 
lift about, but long gaps between thermals. 
Steve, Ian and I launched together just after 
2:00pm and quickly found ourselves in 
a strong and rough thermal off the point. 

We climbed through an inversion at 4,500ft 
(biff, bang, bump, wheeeO to another at 
about 6,500ft (more biff, bang, bump). 
As we climbed to 7,000ft, cumulus clouds 
formed below and south-east of us, drifting 
our way. Further to the east, a dark line 
was visible beh ind the forming clouds -
a clear sign of the approaching seabreeze. 
We were about to experience some classic 
convergence conditions. Yippee! 

As the convergence developed, the lift 
and turbulence became abundant. I managed 
to get low trying to reach Mt Piddington 
to the north and found myself under the 
inversion again (biff, bang, bump). The lift 
was light, but once it had wriggled through 
the inversion, my thermal picked up its skirts 
and rocketed towards the clouds above. The 
line of cloud was now stretching from over 
the landing area to far behind Blackheath. 

Over Mt Piddington looking NNW along the Great Western Highway. 
Directly underneath the 
lift was weak and patchy, 
but on tile windward 
side it became strong 
and less turbulent. 

Following this, I ' ridge 
soared' up the side of the 
clouds until about 500ft 
above them. It's a novel 
experience to look down 
on forming cumulus 
clouds and I spent a very 
interesting 20 minutes or 
so, playing in and around 
the clouds as they formed. 

They seemed to be quite short-lived, lasting 
only five minutes or so. As each one dissipated 
I moved along to the next one that began to 
form and watched the shadow of my glider 
on top and the town of Blackheath far below 
while hanging on through the turbulent air. 

Soon the clouds disappeared along with 
the lift, leaving on ly the turbulence - the 
seabreeze had arrived in force. Still at 6,000ft 
I flew back over launch and watched as a 
paraglider below struggle to make headway 
towards the landing area. Obviously there 
was a strong wind blowing and he landed 
a long way short. There was still light lift 
to be had farther out in the valley and I 
floated about for a while until I was back 
over the landing area. I landed to the east 
in a 10-15kt easterly. Steve had landed just 
short of Hassen's Walls after experiencing 
a similar rapid shutdown in conditions. 

We had picked just the right time to 
be in the air. A few moments earlier, the lift 
had been elusive and everyone bombed, 
and a few moments after, the seabreeze 
influence caused the wind on launch to 
drop to nil then start blowing over the 
back. The launchable window was probably 
no more than 20 minutes. 

This is only the second time in ten 
years of flying Blackheath that I've managed 
to ride the convergence, although I'm sure 
it happens quite regularly. As they say 
in the classics: It's all in the timing. 

• ••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Hiqh Rdventure 
Competition 

GILBERT GRIFFITH 

Mount Buffalo is a 
granite outcrop in Victoria's 
Great Dividing Range. 
Take-off is above a verrical 
rockface at an altirude of 
4,450ft and faces norm. 

My glider was a Wings 
Kestrel K2 with 30% double 
surface and a keel barren 
which gave me roOt of the 
sail a real airfoil shape. It had 
single leading edge deflexors 
and about 6 plastic barrens 
per side. It was pretty strong. 

I took off and flew to the 
hot rocks on the left of take
off after crossing the gorge 
as fast as possible, mainly 
because of fear. In those 
days no one felt comforrable 
flying close to me solid rock 
walls of me gorge. My glide 
angle was about 5:1, maybe 
less, and many of mese 
flights were sled rides down 
me ridges on eimer side of 
the val ley in front of take-off 
M ind you, we never thought 
of them as sled rides - this 
was real flying. 

On this parricular flight 
I fo llowed me ridge for 
about 10 minutes unti l it 
starred to descend into me 
Ovens valley. The closest 
landing zone to Buffalo 
launch is "me Burrs" - the 

name has a lot to do with socks - and is just 
beside me tollgate. As I turned back towards 
me Burrs I was gerring very low and had a 
following wind of about 15mph. I had JUSt 
cleared me roof of Rollasons farmhouse 
by only about 100ft and a downwind 
landing looked a distinct possibility when 
an enormous gust seemed to grab me and 
jerk me skyward. 

I barely had time or me wits ro rum the 
glider and noticed that the vario needle was 
hard against the "up" Stop. I wasn't confused, 
just apprehensive - scared if you like. From 
50ft above a dangerous landing, I climbed to 
4,000ft wimin two minutes. Unbeknownst 
to me, a dark, flat-bottomed cloud had 
formed out in front of Buffalo launch during 
me last 10 minutes. On entering the cloud, 
me vario's very high speed beeping became 
a continuous whine, bringing back memories 
of a dentist's drill and malcing me feel like 
whining a bit myself All mis was new to me. 

The last time I had flown in cloud was in 
a light plane with an instructor, but I had 
read stories about clouds sucking up rocks 
in them and being so close to a really big 
granite rock like Mount Buffalo made me 
very nervous. 

I still managed to think though and 
elected to fly norm, away from the mountain, 
and proceeded to push the control bar back 
with my knees in order to dive as fast as 
possible and exit the cloud. With great relief 
I saw me ground appear underneam me, as 
I had almost expected to come out in a spin 
or worse! There is no way of telling which 
way is up when you cannot see me horizon . 

After only 35 minutes I landed safely, 
completing a flight I would probably never 
forget and didn't parricularly want to 
repeat - especially in an old glider n 
with no back-up chute. ~ 

• ••••••••••••••••••••• 

I-I<JFA. merchandise 
Available from the HGFA, PO Box 558, Tumut NSW 2720 Phone: 069 472888 or Fax: 069 474328 

• $30 Polo shirt with embroidered HGFA logo 
in white, green & navy (sizes 16 to 24) 

• $50 Rugby top with embroidered HGFA logo 
in navy & green (sizes 16 to 24) 

• $12 Cap with HGFA colour logo red, blue or navy 

• $6 Embroidered badge (no postage fee required) 

• $4.95 Metal lapel badge with colour enamel 
HGFA logo (no postage fee required) 

• $1 .50 HGFA Car sticker (no postage fee required) 

• $55 HGFA Hang Gliding Training Video 

• $10 HGFA Competitions Manual 

• HGFA Towing Manual - No Charge 

8 Skysailor 

• $15 Beginning Coaching 
(Australian Sports Commission) 

• $20 Better Coaching 
(Australian Sports Commission) 

• $7 each Topographic maps 
(1100,000 or 1250,000, etc. 
Provide details separately) 

• $10 HGFA Operations Manual* 

• $15 HGFA Operations Manual Binder* 

• $8 HGFA log Book* 

* Replacement Prices only - These items are 
issued free with initial Full Membership 

• $3.00 POST AND PACKING (Bulk orders sent CO.D.) 



T~CO~ 
can get higher than 
co~ N IE 
PAUL HAINES 

There's no mystery, to going dual: 

The French do it often 

The English do it occasionally 

The Italians talk about nothing 
else but doing it 

The Germans aren't allowed 
to do it (of course) 

The Australians only do it so they 
can boast to their mates about it! 

I
t's not difficult to do - really it's just a matter of having the right 
conditions, the right partner, the right equipment and of course 
knowing how to use it all to the best advantage. 
A first consideration is the total weight of the two participants, 

as if this is very much more than the recommended maximum, 
some part of your equipment may become strained, or even snap 
off altogether! 

Secondly, it's important that your partner is fully shown the 
way, and not likely to panic or grab hold of important bits, or start 
screaming. All in all, it's best if you can get them into prone, relaxed 
and enjoying it as much as possible. 

Those who have not done it before wi ll find it easier if the 
partner is about six inches, above them on the right side, with their 
right hand on your right wrist, their left arm around your shoulders. 
A short run and jump and you should be into it, no sweat. Once 
well up you can let them put their right hand down, and feel it for 
themselves - if you trust them. It's also useful to try standing up and 
laying down again, while doing it, in preparation for the final bit. 

Other positions and manoeuvres can of course be tried, pushing 
out and pulling in, moving side to side and going round in circles. 
I leave it to your ingenuity and imagination! Assuming all has worked 
out well and you've been up as long as you want to, it's nice to finish 
off on top, for all the usual reasons. After al l, running like hell along 
a narrow beach together pushing as hard as you can is likely to be 
successfully achieved only by the athletic few or those with large 
£loaty equipment, who can prolong it to the last few seconds, and 
then let it fl op gen tly down on the beach without embarrassment. 

All this of course, is aimed at helping the partner who has limited 
experience in getting it up, and staying there, so that they can move 
on to more exciting techniques. It's probably of most benefit to those 
who have never done it before, to "get a feel for it", to see if they like 
it and would want to do it regularly. Of course, if you can't 
find a partner, you can always do it by yoursel f] 

Do you want to join the Australian Hang Gliding 

Champions for some awesome Flatlands Flying 

at Conargo NSW this summer? 

Here is your chance! 
This is the perfect adventure for new keen pilots that want 
to learn, learn, learn about thermal XC flying. The tour is 
also set-up for experienced XC pilots who just want to show 
up with their personal hang gliding gear and fly, fly, fly. 
Accommodation is in a great hotel where hot roast dinners 
are served until well after midnight jf the flying has been 
awesome and retrieves long. 
We'll again use air-conditioned Toyota Taragos, for 
your comfort. 
$200 cash bonus for the first pilot to fly 200km on the tours . 

The tour includes: 
• 9 days flying 
• Accommodation 9 nights 
• Breakfast lunch and dinner 
• As many tows as you like 
• Fly as far as you can every day, we 'll pick you up! 
• Daily weather fax with Stuve cliagram 
• Maps supplied 

Adventure 1 
Saturday 13/12/97 - Sunday 21112/97 
(departure from Tarago Flight Park Friday 12/12/97) 

Adventure 2 
Saturday 2112/98 - Sunday 113/98 
(departure from Tarago Flight Park Friday 20/2/98) 

The price for this all inclusive tour is $1,100 

We hope to see YOU there! 
For bookings and more information call 

Tove & Grant HEANEY on 

02 4849 4516 or 0419 681212 
Adventure 1: 15/2/97 - 23/2/97 
Adventure 2: 15/2/97 - 23/2/97 

Book early to avoid disappointment! 
Give the Canberra Hang Gliding Centre 
a call for more information, hang gliding 

is our business, not a problem. 
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GILBERT GRIFFITH 

This year is seeing an increasing interest in motorised 

paragliding, but unlike paragliding itself, which had 

a body of hang gliding knowledge to draw on in its 

early days, there is not yet a set of safe operating 

procedures to follow. Paragliding pilots, accustomed 

to the relative ease and safety of their sport, 

may be unaware of the extra risks involved. 

M
y aim is to identifY as many of these risk factors as possible, 
drawing mainly on my experience with other forms of 
powered flight. I'm not trying to scare anyone, but fooling 

around with 10 horsepower or more and a propeller is not something 
that should be tried without a little thought and preparation. 

General aviation training covers engines, powered systems and 
all the appropriate safety checks as part of the syllabus. Trike pilots 
and ultralight pilots have borrowed many of their safety procedures 
from GA and established others of their own. As yet, I have seen 
no guidelines for paramotors which, to me, are about as safe as a 
blind man handling his first chain saw. 

I have been repairing motor mowers for 38 years and with this 
experience, as well as the belief that many users will be approaching 
paramo tors in the same way as they approach their lawn mower, 
I want to point out that motor mowers are not as safe and reliable 
as you may think. Let's consider how safe a really powerful one would 
be if you strapped it to your back! No doubt, high powered two 
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Brian Webb gets ready to launch. Photo: Nic Matthews 

stroke engines are now pretty reliable, and because I am appealing 
to paraglider pilots, I know you can all land safely if the motor quits. 
Even so, any trained power pilot knows the golden rule: Never fly 
where you can't glide to a safe landing field if the engine stops. 

Pre-Flight Check and Emergency Procedures 
Let's first examine why an engine can stop. There are a lot more 
reasons than even a mechanic can think of, so I use a basic checklist: 
a) Fuel quantity: Is there enough for the planned flight? 
b) Fuel quality: Is the fuel clean, fresh and the right oil-fuel mixture? 

Is the lid on? 
c) Engine: What is the condition of the engine, mounts, wires, 

fuel lines, and plugs? 
d) Prop: Is the propeller in good condition, are all the bolts tight? 
e) Throttle: Does the motor provide full power at full throttle? 

Does it idle? 
j) Cut out switch: Does the cut out switch work? 

A failure of any of the above checks simply means you should 
not fly. I repeat: You should not fly until all faults are fixed. 
Why risk your life on somebody else's word? Check everything yourself 

As with other forms of powered flight, a pre-start check is 
mandatory. The above checks could be described as part of the 
pre-flight check. Let's add some more. 
Pre-start Checks: 
a) Harness and fittings adjusted. 
b) No loose objects that could in any way blow into the propeller. 
c) Clear prop! Make sure there are no people, kids or animals near 

you, and that your prop-wash will not blow where it is not wanted. 
d) Start the motor and allow it ro warm up for a minute or two 

before applying full throttle. 



You should have an experienced or well briefed person pulling 
the starter for you. Make sure they stay clear of the propeller too. 

All these checks may sound like a lot of bother, especially if you 
are not used to powered flight. Trust me, they should be done before 
every flight. Decades of flying and thousands of lives have gone into 
making powered flight as safe as possible. I'm not just dreaming them 
up, they were drummed into me as a 16 year old student pilot and 
I'm still flying 30 years later. 

AI; an experienced paraglider pilot (novices should not be using 
paramotors), you will know certain emergency procedures for 
recovering from collapses, getting down quickly and so on. With 
a motor, you need to add more. What are you going ro do about 
an engine fire in flight? A mid-air? A stuck throttle? A broken 
propeller blade? Think seriously about what could go wrong and 
work out a plan to deal with it. 

The first requirement is a good kill-switch. My second preference 
would be for a good fuel tap which could easily be switched off in 
flight. After seeing the result of an in-flight engine fire, I would not 
fly without a fuel tap. And I would seriously consider having a fire 
extinguisher fitted as well as an asbestos or at least fireproof harness 
backing. Every part of your harness, lines and paraglider is 
inflammable, including your reserve chute. 

Paramotor in flight. Photo: Nic Matthews 

Above: This jacket has been burned when fuel 

ignited during flight. 

C/Sdfel~ 
'\ 

~ 

Right: Damage to the harness and paramotor 
where extensive. The fuel line completely burnt 
off and the molten and removed starter 
housing is visible. 

Photos: Gil~ert Griffith 

Any rough running or vibration indicates that you should shut 
down the engine as soon as possible. It could be a simple fault, like 
a whiskered spark plug, or it could be a loose propeller bolt or worse. 
Unless you can identifY the fault, it is safer ro shut down and land 
immediately. You can always identifY and repair the fault on the 
ground, then take off again. 

Further Observations 
Paramorors are relatively new. They are not always designed for safery 
and there seems ro be only one design rule so far: Light weight. I have 
seen plastic fuel tanks mounted 50mm from the muffler, with the 
fuel cap even closer. This requires careful handling during refuelling 
and once again, there are plenry of guidelines in place for GA 
refuelling practices. Simply putting a hot moror down on the grass 
presents a great fire risk, so anything involving open fuel containers 
requires even greater attention. 
a) Don't refuel a hot motor. 
b) Clear the refuelling area of combustibles, like you would 

for a campfire. 
c) Don't have any naked flames about and don't smoke. 
d) Provide a fire extinguisher or other means of putting out a fire. 
e) Store fuel cans away from take-off and landing areas and spectators. 
j) Wipe up any spills and tie the rag to the fuel can, not the paramotor. 

One more thing. Please make sure you have a good muffler and 
a paramotor that makes as little noise as possible. Keep in mind 
the nuisance noise can cause to others. Noise is one of the most 
troublesome effects of aviation and although I run outside for a 
look whenever I hear an aeroplane, there are many other big ears 
out there just listening for something ro complain about. 

This is my first attempt at making flying with paramotors safer. 
[f you have any constructive comments, experiences or ideas 
that may help others, please contact me. Preferably by email, '"-:l 
gilben@W140. aone.net.au or by phone on 0357501158 (bh) . _ 

Gilbert flies GA, ultralights, trikes and hang gliders - no paragliders 
as yet. He is often seen on Mystic on his dirt bike or his !com glider. 
He works as a mechanic, electronic technician and engineer with a 
special love for motors of all kinds: "The only thing that's sadder than 
a broken or mistreated motor is a broken or bent pilot. " 

Skysailor 11 



Event Date Venue Details & Entry Requirements Contact 

Australia 

Gillies 

~ri High Adventure Fly-In 

Not the Vic Open 

State of Origin 2 

Canungra Classic 1997 

Kiewa Valley Fly-In 

1998 Australian HG Nationals 

Rainbow Paragliding Fly-In 

1998 Tallabung Bash 

1998 Bogong Cup 

1998 HG Corryong Cup 

1998 Victorian Alpine Open PG 
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20-21 Sep 97 Gillies, QlD Fun day: Friday 19 Sep. Entry fee: $35, an extra $40 if 

camping which also covers food. Genazzano centre camp 

in a bushland setting beside a lake has plenty of covered 

Russell Krautz ph: 070541085. 

space, hot showers & canoes available. A great family spot. 

4-6 Oct 97 Johns River, NSW Oct long weekend Fly-In for new & experienced pilots. High Adventure Airpark: 

1-4 Nov 97 

Rd 1: 4-5 Oct 97 

Rd 2: 6-7 Dec 97 

Rd 3: 27-29 Mar 98 

11-18 Oct 97 

27 Dec 97 -2 Jan 98 

Bright, VIC 

Manilla, NSW 

Canungra, 

SE QlD 

Mt Beauty, VIC 

28 Dec 97-5 Jan 98 Hay, NSW 

29-31 Dec 97 Rainbow Beach, 

(+ 1 day if necessary) QLD 

9-18Jan 1998 

9-18Jan98 

19-25 Jan 98 

23-26 Jan 98 

"Blink Bonnie", 

Wirrinya,30km 

SW of Forbes, 

NSW 

Mt Beauty, VIC 

Corryong, VIC 

Bright, VIC 

Aero & winch towing & a very friendly competition for lee Scott 065 565265. 

all pilot skill levels. 

Held over the Melbourne Cup weekend, this is no ordinary Richard Worton 03 95835083 (h). 

comp: Fancy dress, spot landings, water balloon dropping 

& lots of flying. Other highlights: Trade Expo & inaugural 

BBQ at Outdoor Inn, Sat. night at $10 Sky High members, 

$15 all others. Start: 9am atthe Outdoor Inn. 

Entry fee: $20. For pilots of all levels. 

Promoting teamflying & introducing new pilots to 

concept of competition flying. 

Rated AA. last year, Grant Heaney won 375 ladder pts 

& is now No 1 on the National ladder. last chance to 

make the '98 Australian Team. Requirements: Int or higher 

rating, databack camera. Entry fee: $230 ($195 comp + 
$35 site fee), Registration: 10 Oct 97. 

Fun event for all levels of flying. Other activities inc!. 

volleyball, go-karts, soccer, indoor climbing, mountain 

biking. Registration: Evening 26 Dec, Mt Beauty Bakery. 

NSW: Ashley Bennett 

0418111399, QlD: Andrew 

Horchner 0412 807516. 

Tim 0418 778422, tim@eis.net.au 

Closing date for entries & full 

payment: 31 Aug 97 (late fee $30). 

Jeanette Mclaren, Dermot 

Meaney 0357544910. 

Cheques to: Kiewa Valley fly-In 

Meetings: 9:30am each morning to decide the day's flying 18 Tawonga Crs, Mt Beauty VIC 

& organise transport. Sites: Several int or nov with adv 3699, inc!. name, address, contact 

supervision. Nov/int pilots need to bring their logbooks. ph & fax. 

Pilots must have inland footlaunch expo Daily prizes for good 

launches, flights, landings & sporting deeds. Prizes for best 

subst. flight of the week, spot, club & team. Entry fee: $30. 

Entry fee: $220. Requirements: The ability to handle M. Bailey 03 53356194, baileyme@ 

awesome thermals, massive distances & late nights! 

Tow endorsement & HGFA m/ship, data back camera 

timken.com or Sandra Holtkamp 

0353492845. Cheque/money order 

essential, GPS permitted. Min. of 4 paid entries per team to: Australian Nationals, Po Box 

to secure strip. Rated AAA. Excellent prize money. 358W, Ballarat West VIC 3350 

Anti-gravity fun on top of the Rainbow. Other activities: 

Surfing, sand-boarding, canoeing, horse riding, beach 

volleyball, Fraser Island Paramotor. Accom. from $10 pn. 

Great prizes. Entry fee: $50 inc!. dinner at present. night. 

Jean-luc, Rainbow Paragliding, 

0754863499 (w). 07 54863048 (h), 

0418754157 (m). 

The aim is to develop XC skills for Restricted to Adv pilots lisa Ryrie, Secretary, KAPC 

and to fill the gap between initial training & comp flying. 

All meals, accom., maps, tows, instruction, lectures & 

retrieves inc!.! Hosts are Patrick & Amanda O'Brien. 

Cost: $700 inc!. camping (add $10/ night for lodge accom.). 

Limited to 12 places. Fill in the form on page 29 & for an 

Information Kit & registration form. 

Entry fee: $195, Min rating: Int with inland experience, 

AAA rating, open/AA, A,B,C, Female & Masters, Sites: 

Mt Buffalo, Tawonga Gap, Mt Emu, Accom. enquiries: 

Mt Beauty Accom. Service 1800636239 or 0357541267. 

Cheque/money orders to: Bogong Cup, PO Box 313, Mt 

Beauty VIC 3699. Inc!. name, address, ph., exist. glider no. 

Micalago Station, Michelago 

NSW 2620; ph/fax: 06 2359060, 

06 2359120 (h). 

Jeanette Mclaren, Dermot 

Meaney, ph: 03 57544910, 

fax: 03 57544475, 

email: jmclaren@albury.net.au 

Strictly 60 pilots only. Practice Day: 19 Jan. Requirements: Graeme Garlick, 5 Arnhem PI, 

Adv or int with inland exp., camera, altimeter, UHF radio, Willmot NSW 2770, 

recently packed parachute, maps & HGFA m/ship. Entry ph: 02 9628 6245. 

fee: $60, inc!. meal at present night. BBQ & numerous prizes. 

Requirements: Restricted PG licence, HGFA m/ship, Cheques to: Karl Texler - VAOPC 

recently repacked reserve, certified paraglider, altimeter, Karl Texler Jnr, PO Box 428, 

UHF radio (optional). Entry fee: $65 before 9/1/98, $80 Bright VIC 3741; ph: 03 57501733, 

thereafter. 40 places are available. fax: 03 57501004. 



Event Date Venue Details & Entrv Requirements Contact 

Australia 

~ WA HG Competition 1998 24 Jan-2 Feb 98 

~ 1998 Hang Gliding Worlds 25 Jan-9 Feb 98 

1998 Australian National PG 31 Jan - 7 Feb 98 

r. 

r. Paragliding World Cup 9-15 Feb 98 

Paragliding Flatlands Competition 21 -28 Feb 98 

~ 

~ Manilla NSW PG Open 6-14 Mar 98 

ri Corryong Fun Competition 7-9 Mar 98 

NSW HG State Titles 1998 22-29 Mar 98 

~ 

1 st Annual Tarago Competition Easter 1998 

~ 

"Flatter than the Flatlands" Easter 1998 

~ 

Overseas 

ri New Caledonia PG Open 1997 25 Oct-2 Nov 97 

~ Omarama HG XC Classic 3-10 Jan 98 

~ 1998 NZ HG Nationals 14-22 Feb 98 

1998 NZ Paragliding Nationals 24-31 Jan 98 

Wyalkatchem , 

WA 

Forbes, NSW 

Bright, VIC 

Bright, VIC 

Birchip, NW VIC 

Manilla, NSW 

Corryong, VIC 

Manilla, NSW 

Tarago, NSW 

Birchip, VIC 

Ouazangou/ 

Dzumac, NC 

Omara, NZ 

Nelson, N of 

South Island, 

NZ 

Hawkes Bay, 

central E-coast, 

North Island, NZ 

170km east of Perth. Requirements: Tow equipment & Gary Bennett 09 2727100 (h). 

endorsement, databack cameras, repacked parachute. 

National teams only. Officia l website at: HGFA office 069 474328. 

http:\\wvwv.ozemail .com.aul-zupyl index.html 

Sanction: A. Practice day: 30/1/98. Requirements: Int PG Cheques to: Karl Texler - Paracomp 

licence, HGFA m/ship, recently repacked reserve, Karl Texler Jnr, PO Box 428, 

certified paraglider, altimeter, UHF radio, camera . Entry Bright VIC 3741; ph: 03 57501733, 

fee: $160 before 17/1/98, $185 thereafter. 80 places are fax: 03 57501004. 

available (40 reserved for Australian pilots until 17/1/98). 

No sanction as yet. Brian Webb 03 57551753. 

C-Grade over 21 & 22 Feb WE , continues as B-Grade. Cheques payable to: 

Entry fee: WE comp $40, B-Grade comp $100. We hope to Rob Lithgow, Flatlands Account 

better the Australian Open Distance record. Plan for a 5/21 Felix Cres, Torquay VIC 3228; 

250km fl ight & lots of PB's in distance & height gains. ph: 03 52612895. 

Entrants need to organise themselves into tow teams Please let Rob know if you 

(assistance can be offered). This is an accessible, fun & have recreational gear you 

safe comp, to encourage newer pilots to have a go, as would like to bring along. 

well as challenging the serious comp pilot. Other activities 

for family members & pilots incl. water skiing/tobogganing 

on Lake Tchum & evening entertainment. Lots of encourage-

ment awards during the week & possibly early morning 

Safety Clinics over Lake Tchum. A great opportunity for an 

all-out family week camping on the edge of Lake Tchum 

& chalking up big & long flights. 

A-Grade Godfrey Wenness 067 856545 

David Mills 039 6414490. 

Registration: 21 Mar at Imperial Hotel, Manilla. Comp runs Make cheques out to: 

from 22-28 Mar, Sun 29 is a reserve day. Entry fee: $120 NSW HG State Titles 

incl. all films (except back-ups), T-shirt and presentation Bill Olive, 18 Heshbon St, 

dinner on Sat 28 Mar (non-competitors can book dinner). Gateshead NSW 2290; 

Entries limited to 50 pilots rated adv or int with inland exp., ph: 049 213804 (w). 

UHF radio, parachute & databa ck camera, GPS is optional. 

HGFA rules & scoring system applies plus local site rules. 

Organisers will not provide maps or GPS co-ordinates. 

Tarago is situated nr Goulburn, less than 3 hrs drive from Canberra Hang Gliding Centre 

Sydney. The comp is open to all nov, int & adv pilots Tove & Grant Heaney, 

with tow endorsements. Aero & ground towing will ph: 048 494516. 

be operated from a huge dry lake bed. 

Briefing: 9am Good Friday. Entry fee: $50 pp, team entries Cheques payable to: Warwick 

only. Requirements: Current tow endorsement, altimeter Duncan, 5/121 Northumberland 

& reserve. Entries open 1 Dec 97. If you have sign writing Rd, Pascoe Vale VIC 3044; 

or graphic art skills & want to be involved, contact Warwick. ph: 03 93068085, ema il: 

Official website: http://radtech.apana .org.au/-warwickWarwick@radtech.apana .org.au 

Address: New Caledonia League, PO Box 309 

Noumea 98845. 

Adv rating with Mountain/XC experience. Omarama 

has NZ's highest sites & most extreme conditions. 

Nelson, 400km from Christchurch, has numerous alpine 

sites. Comp follows on from HG Worlds in Australia. 

Bertrand Lacassin, 

ph: +0687 249009. 

Murray Grimwood, PO Box 68, 

Waitati, Otago NZ; ph: 64 3 4822560. 

Andrew Stirling, 247 Bridge St, 

Nelson NZ; ph: 6435482959, 

NZHGPA m/ship is required for flying in NZ. 4 mth visitor email: stirling@central.co.nz 

m/ships available for NZ$40 through NZHGPA admin. 

Hawkes Bay, 350km from Wellington & 450km from Auck- Barry Sayer, 107 River Send Rd, 

land, currently holds the NZ PG Open Distance record. Napier NZ; ph: 64 6 8434717. 

4 mth visitor m/ships available for NZ$40 through 

NZHGPA administration. 
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Corryong Site Notice 
All pilots are requested to contact wayne Potocky (Corryong Safety 
Officer) before flying any sites in the Corryong area. Amongst the 
complaints received during last year's flying season were: 

Landing among young stock 
Leaving gates open 
Climbing fences 
One crew even drove through a sown and irrigated pasture 
to pick their pilot up! 

Most of these incidents were caused by pilots who were unknown 
in the area and hadn't bothered to contact anyone first. 

Sites are lost because of such behaviour. 

Please contact me on 0260771201 prior to flying, so I can keep 
a record of who is flying where (Corryong is a remote area) and 
explain the do's and don'ts of flying in a rural area. The Tourist 
Info Centre in Corryong also has my phone number. 

wayne Potocky (SO) 

The Voyager passes load and negative tests 

After questioning the new developments of the hang gliding 
industry, the manufacturers feel that the Voyager represents fresh 
thinking. 

The Voyager's kingpost has been moved to within one foot of 
the nose plate and cable bracing supports the leading edge up to 
where the cross tube and deflexors meets. Luff lines were replaced 
by an internal bridal system supporting under-surface ribs, which 
in turn support the trailing edge. Under-surface drag is minimised 
by using a much smaller control frame than other gliders, made 
possible by the use of shorter cross tubes. Due to more camber at 
the tip, adverse yaw is eliminated, improving handling, and a pulley 
system at the nose allows the unloaded wing to speed up in a turn 
while the loaded wing slows down. VG loads are very light. 

After passing both load and negative tests, deliveries are now 
starting. A number of demonstration V1s are also available and 
dealer enquiries from Australia are welcome. Without the use of 
carbon fibre or expensive extrusions, the Voyager retails at only 
£3,300 (incI.VAT), much less than its topless cousins, and being 
lighter than the competition, it handles nicely too. 

We expect the Voyager to appeal to competition through to 
intermediate pilots. 

Rupert Sweet-Escott 
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New Edel colour catalogue out 
The new A3 size Edel catalogue was shot on location in the 
South Island of New Zealand and features Edel's new "Atlas': 
Designed for the novice to intermediate pilot, this glider replaces 
the Quantum and will be available in 4 sizes (S, M, L, XL) with 
DHV certification. For a demo call MPC on 0397702400. 

Also available ftom Edel is the "Balance" harness. It comes 
all up with standard thick foam/air back protection, side protection, 
ABS system with automatic buckles, internal rwo step speed system 
with automatic "recall" system, extra tough cordura material, 
six-flap reserve system with new handle attachment, large and 
easy access side pockets, built in radio and mike system. 
The Balance retails for $945. 

Edel is also starting up a new Edel Pilot's Club. Register your 
wing with MPC and get the latest news and activities direct from 
the importer as it happens. All Edel canopy owners are eligible, 
as long as they fly a genuine import. No club fees apply. Contact 
MPC on 03 97702400 and for the latest news from Edel you can 
browse their new web site at http://www.Edel.u-net.com 

Melbourne Paragliding Centre 

John Pendry wins the Piedrahita PWC 
The 5th round of the Paragliding World Cup in Piedrahita, 
Spain, was won by John Pendry (GB) on an Airwave XMX. 
Peter Brinkeby (GB) still leads the PWC scores. 

Airwave UK 

APCO News 

Santana, the new nov/int glider will be released in September 
in 4 sizes: 26, 28, 30 and 32. All sizes have passed the ACPUL 
flight test in Standard class successfully. The Santana's shape 
is reminiscent of the Furura, but with a lower aspect ratio, less 
ribs and new, fresh colours for the entire '98 line. 

Easy to launch, with pleasant handling and good stability, 
the glider is aimed at the beginner market, although its 
performance exceeds that of other Standard class gliders. It has 
a solid feel with very little or no pitch oscillation, direct and 
uncomplicated handling and Standard class safety. Like all 
APCO gliders, the Santana carries a 3 year fabric warranty 
and retails at $3,600. 

The new Sierra pioneers a class of its own - the "Supersport 
Class" (Top Performance Standard Class). The glider aims to 
combine the performance of the Furura with safety and handling, 
both on the ground and in the air, suitable for the intermediate 
pilot. Diagonal rib technology ensures greater performance 
and speed range than the Santana. Sizes 28, 30 and 32 passed 
the ACPUL flight test in Standard Class, with size 25 tests still 
outstanding. The Sierra retails at $3,950. 

For further information call APCO Australia 02 42680048. 
Erez Beker, www.apco.demon.co.uk 



ITV moves Inland 
After a 6 month attempt at 
becoming a paragliding bum 
it behoves me to announce my 
failure at this much respected 
and desirable profession. A 
very foolish Canberra company 
has offered me a 6 month 
contract with lots of money 
and a white car. This has 
necessitated a reluctant move 
ftom our Tathra Beach mansion 
to a humble new address in 
Canberra, at which paragliding 
visitors are always welcome. 

I apologise most sincerely 
to all those who have had 
difficulties contacting me in 
the past 2 months and assure 
you that previous services have 
been fully restored at our new 
address: lTV Australia, 13 
Macadam St., Page ACT 2614, 
ph/fax: 062551851, email: 
garitv@canberra.teknet.net.au 

Elgar Starkis 

Canadian Nationals 
Results 

1 Geoff Dossetor Airborne Shark 144 

2 Willi Muller WW Fusion 

3 Mark Tulloch Moyes CSX 

4 Brett Hazlett Moyes CSX 

5 Don Glass WW Fusion 

6 Chris Muller WW Fusion 

Canadian Club Cup 
Results 

=1 Geoff Dossetor Airborne Shark 144 

=1 Mark Tulloch Moyes Xtra lite 137 

1st Annual Sun Peaks 
Speed Gliding 
Championships 
Results 

1 Chris Muller WW Fusion 

=2 Geoff Dossetor Airborne Shark 144 

=2 Willi Muller WW Fusion 

Geoff Dossetor 

Airborne Fun Floater and the Exxtacy 
The new 198 "Fun" Floater glider from Airborne was given the thumbs 
up from instructors at the recent HGFA instructor conference. The 
Fun has a 7075 grade lighrweight airframe and weighs in at only 22kg. 
Airborne are currently working on a larger version with a 225ft2 sail 
area. Both gliders will then go to the US for certification. 

Airborne have secured the distributorship for the Exxtacy. The 
Exxtacy is a rigid wing design intended for intermediate to advanced 
pilots. It was designed and constructed to greatly outperform today's 
highest performance hang gliders without sacrificing the advantages 
of low weight, rapid assembly and porrabiliry. The leading edge 
D-spar is made of honey combl carbon composites and creates 
a true cantilever wing design. This technique is currently being widely 
used in the aircraft industry. The carbon composite hinged ribs 
remain attached to the D-spar and eliminate the need for battens. 
Sailcloth covers the entire wing and can be easily removed for internal 
inspection. The A-frame is a standard hang gliding design and is 
attached to the all-aluminium keel with a hinge to allow movement 
of the spoilers. Spoilers, which initiate all turns, on the upper surface 
of the outer wings are activated by weight-shifring the hinged 
A-frame lefr and right. Flaps in the centre of the trailing edge are 
able to be deployed in a similar manner as a VG. 

The Exxtacy is flown just like a hang glider. Pitch control is 
identical to any hang glider. Turning and activating the spoilers 
of the Exxtacy is done by weight shifting. The Exxtacy turns flat 
or steep depending on the pilot's movement. The flaps give the pilot 
the possibiliry of varying the trim speed and decreasing the LID ratio 
down to 5: 1 for landing in small LZ's, or increasing glide ratio to it's 
maximum 17.5:l. The lift distribution can be adapted and optimised 
for various speeds. The Exxtacy flies straight and stable throughout 
the speed range. Landing is much easier than with current high 
performance hang gliders, because of a lower minimum speed and 
adjustable glide ratio. 

Specifications 

Area 14.Bm' (160ft' l Vmin 2Bkm/h (1Bmphl 

Span 12.26m (4OftI Vmax 100km/h (65mphl 

Aspect ratio 10.15 Weight 39kg 

Best I/O 17.5 Take off weight 100-160kg 

Min Sink rate 150ft/min Packing size 22 x 52 x 620cm 

Rigging time approx.15min 

For more details contact Airborne, ph: 0249449199, 
fax 0249449395, email fly@airborne.com.au Airborne Windsports 

New Zealand Speed 
Gliding Championships 

The competition was held from 
5-7 September 1997 in Queens
town, Cotonet Peak Ski Field, 
and was an excellent success 
with 3 days of flying.The course 
extended over 4,000 vertical 
feet of pylons and height control 
gates, alongside the ski field in 
full view of the many skiers. 
22 pilots attended this 
competition which was a trial 
run for a WHGS sanctioned 
World Cup next year. 

Results 

2 

3 

Geoff Dossetor 

John Smith (of Dunedinl 

Ian Clark (of Aucklandl 

Geoff Dossetor 

New 1997 US National 
PG Champion 

King Mountain, Idaho. Native, 
Othar (OJ) Lawrence, became 
the 1997 US National PG 
Chanlpion, the youngest 
National Champion ever and 
the 1st American to win overall. 
Othar started paragliding 3'/2 
years ago and finished 3rd at 
the 1996 US Nationals. He 
represented the US at the 1997 
Worlds in Castejon de Sos, Spain, 
where the US team finished 6th. 

Afterwards Othar came back 
to attend the US Nationals and 
beat a field of 47 competitors 
and the rwo-time defending 
national champion. • 

New homologated 
FAI world records 
Hang Gliding - General 
1. Speed over a 100km Out 
and Return course: 64.64km/h 
Place: Big Cliffs (Aus), 9/2/97, 
Rohan Holtkamp (Aus) 
Hang glider: Airborne 
Windsporrs Shark 144 
Previous World Record: 
5l.48km/h (Thomas 
Suchanek, 5/3/94) 
2. Speed over a 200km Out 
and Return course: 54.88km/h 
Place: Big Cliffs (Aus), 10/2/97, 
Rohan Holtkamp (Aus) 
Hang glider: Airborne 
Windsporrs Shark 144 
Previous World Record· 
35.80km/h Gean-Claude 
Hochecorne, 20/7/90) • 

Provisional FAI records 
Hang Glider (Unable to 
launch/land in nil-wind 
conditions) - General 
Straight Distance: 120.38km 
Course: Oxford (UK) 
to Bournemouth (UK), 
20/7/97, Nick Chitry (UK) 
Hang glider: US Aviation 
Corp. Super Floater 
Current World Record· None 
Hang Gliding - Multiplace 
Straight Distance to a Declared 
GoaL- 99km 
Place: Walt's Point, CA (USA), 
7/7/97, Peter Debellis (USA), 
Co-pilot: Dao Tran (USA) 
Hang glider: To be advised 
Current World Record: 36.3km 
(Steve Varden, 12/1/97) • 

Cancellation of 
record claim 
Hang Gliding - Female 
Straight distance to a 
declared goal: 233.1 km 
Place: Croyten, NSW (Aus), 
4/1/97, Niki Hamilton (UK) 
Hang glider: Moyes SX4 
Current World Record· 
212.5km (Liavan 
Mallin, 13/7/89) 
Reason for cancellation: 
Record fue was not 
submitted to FA!. • 

Thermalling the web 
Look at this for a simulator 
with thermalling practice: 
http.-//members.aolcom/umilde 
/sfi·htm 

Ian Ladyman 
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CASA information on the Net 
CASA has set up special purpose email addresses for the following: 
tc6_sport@casa.gov.au- can be used for inquiries about forth
coming changes to sport aviation regulations; tc7_maint@casa.gov.au 
- can be used to inquire about aircraft maintenance requirements 
and maintenance by pilots; tc8_cert@casa.gov.au- is for information 
on Experimental and Primary aircraft categories; and tc5_ptj1@casa. 
gov.au - for inquiries about the proposed Recreational Pilot Licence. 

Additional information is also available from CASA's www site: 
http://www.casa.gov.aulreview/ 

Gareth Davey, Reporting Points Editor 

Other WWW Sites 
Forbes Hang Gliding World Championships: 
hrtp:\\www.ozemail.com.au\~zupy\index.html 

Paragliding Worlds, Spain: hrtp://193.148.29.227/castejon/general.htm 
http://webarna.com/castejon/ photos.html 
Trikes R Us (US triking magazine): hrtp:/ /www.mindspring.coml~ trikes 

Custom built Trike parts - Made in Australia 

The following parts are now available: 
External band brakes to fit 6 inch rims for those trike pilots 

who prefer rear wheel brakes. 
Replacement aluminium radiators can be built to your 

specifications. 
Contact R Groves for more information on 075445 0084. 

R. Groves 
Dynamic Flight's Eucla Trip 
After receiving a lot of enquiries regarding the forthcoming Eucla 
expedition in February 98, it has become apparent that cost is the 
main stumbling block for many would be adventurers. 

The tour will run as planned for those who prefer their little 
luxuries but Dynamic Flight now also offers a much-cheaper-to-hire 
minibus without PVC hang glider tubes, reducing the cost to just 
$538 plus $23 per night's accommodation. Maybe you now won't 
have to miss out on this trip - the choice is yours. 

Even the budget option promises to be more comfortable than 
last year's trip because there are only 10 people to a 12 seater 
minibus and luggage will be carried in a separate trailer. 

If you still want to join the tOur on this budget option, it is 
essential that you book a place by December 15. So work out your 
finances, annual leave and paperwork now! 

Rohan Holtkamp 
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New Paragliding World Champion 
Congratulations to John Pendry on winning the 1997 Paragliding 
World Championships at Castejon de Sos, in the Spanish Pyrenees 
between 13-26 July. 

200 participants from 30 different countries competed and 
8 tasks were flown out of 13 possible ones. 5 were lost due to 
either thunderstorms or strong winds. Tasks were between 70 
and 100km in length, taking the winners between 3 and 5 hours 
to complete. Conditions were generally good with occasional 
extremely strong thermals and at· times quite strong winds making 
certain legs of the tasks very difficult and sometimes dangerous. 
All courses were Race to Goal, normally returning to Castejon, 
but with the final task ending after 100km in La Seo d'Urgell, 
close to the French border. • 

HGFA Bulletin 35 
This bulletin is now available from club secretaries and covers: 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
HGFA Annual Awards Night 
HGFA Board meeting 
Annual Financial Report 
Current Financial Year Budget 
Minutes of last Board Meeting 
Applications for Affiliation • 

Warbirds over Wanaka, 27-28 September 1997 

This is the 6th airshow to be staged at Wanaka and is the largesr 
Warbird airshow in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Wanaka is situated in the mountainous Lakes region of Central 
Otago, NZ, and is renowned for its spectacular scenery and reliable 
weather. Join in the fun and excitement of the show: You'll see 
vintage, veteran and classic warbirds flying, mock airfield attacks, 
RNZAF aerial action and much more! 

Airfare, car, accommodation and entry fee packages are 
available. For information and bookings in Australia free-call 
1800227268, 8th Floor, 350 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000, 
email: gowaysyd@s054.aone.netau • 

Airwave News 
The Fusion XL has now been awarded Grade 2 certification by the 
DHV. Four of the five sizes of the Fusion are now Grade 2 category. 
The Fusion XS will shortly undergo certification so keep an eye 
on our homepage for further information. The Airwave website 
is continually updated with competition results as well as details 
of new products: http://www.airwave-gliders.co. uk 

For further information please email Patsy: Patsy@Ailwave-
Gliders.co.uk Airwave, UK 



1988 Paragliding Pre-Worlds 
The dates for the next Paragliding Pre-World Championships are 
30 May to 9 June 1998. The comp will be held in the Pinzgau 
Valley with headquarters in Bramberg and Neukirchen and wi ll 
be organised by the local Paragliding Club under the authoriry of 
the Austrian Aero-Club. 

Entry is open to 8 pilots per national association and further 
details will be sent to al l NACs or upon request by phone +43 
65667251 or fax +43-65667681. Because of organisational 
reasons (limited entries and finances) it will not be possible 
to hold the event as a World Cup Event. 

Sepp Himberger 

1st World Air Games, Turkey 13-21 September 1997 
The 1st World Air Games will also be the first for something else: 
NeilArmstrong, the first man to step on the Moon, will be present 
in Ankara on 13 September to participate in the Opening 
Ceremony. Arriving in Istanbul from the USA on 13 Seprember, 
he will fly straighr on to Ankara to attend the ceremonies. 
Hang Gliding, Denizli 9 September 1997 
Hang gliders had a hard day ar Denizli on rhe 3rd day of rhe 
competition. Strong winds prevented most pilors to ger above 
3,000m bur competition remained velY strong for the medals. 
Refer to http:lwww. worldairgames. org. tr for more current info. 

Atul Dev, WAG International Media Coordinator 

Euro English 
The European Commission have just announced an agreemenr 
whereby English will be the official language of rhe EU rather than 
German, which was rhe other possibiliry. As part of the negoriations, 
Her Majesry's government conceded thar English spelling had some 
room for improvement and has accepted a 5 year phase in plan that 
would be known as "EufO English": In the first year, "s" will replace 
the soft "c" (Sertainly, this will make the sivil servants jump wirh 
joy). The hard "c" will be dropped in favour of the "k" (This should 
klear up konfusion and keyboards kan have 1 less key). 

T here will be growi ng publik enthusiasm in the sekond year, 
when the troublesome "ph" will be replaced with the "f". This will 
make words like "fotograf" 20% shorter. In the 3rd year, publik 
aksepranse of rhe new spelling kan be expekred to reach the stage 
where more komplikated changes are possible. Governments will 
enkorage the removal of double letters, which have always ben a 
dererent to akurare speling. Also, al wil agre that the horible mes of 
the silent "e"'s in the language is disgraceful, and they should go away. 

By the 4th yar, peopl wil be reseptiv to steps such as replasing 
"th" with "z" and "w" with "v". During ze fifz year, ze unesesary "0" 

kan be dropd from vords konraiining "ou" and similar changes vud 
of kors be aplid to ozer kombinations of leters. After zis fifz yer, ve 
vii hav a reli sensibl riren sryl. Zer vil be no mor trubls or difikultis 
and evrivun vii find ir ezi tu understand ech ozer. 
Ze drem vil finali kum tru!!! • 

THE ~ROVAL HOTEL 
• Manilla 

Welcome to THE ROYAL - the pub at 

Manilla's heart. Our budget priced double and 

single rooms are clean and quiet. We serve 

hearty breakfasts, lunches (cut lunches 

available), and dinners. Or treat yourself at Shan

Lee Restaurant - delicious seafood, steak and 

chicken. Stop in on your next trip. 

Visiting Manilla to experience some of the legendary 
flying conditions? Stay in comfort at the 

MANILLA MOTEL 
We are offering fellow HGFA members, their crews 
and families a 20% d iscount off our usual very 
reasonable rates. 
That means, a 3 share room is just $15 per 
person, double or twin only $20 per person 
per night. 

And that includes all our usual services like: 
• quiet location, off main road, 

but near shops, etc; 
• clean rooms, comfortable beds; 
• colour Tv, air conditioning, 

direct dial phones; 

• guest BBQ (free) 
• guest laundry (free) 
• reasonably priced cooked 

or continental breakfast 

Stay with us and enjoy the flying, but please 

BOOK EARLY ••• 

(02) 6785 1306 
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ACT Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association 
Following our AGM last month we are now the ACT Hang gliding 
and Paragliding AssociatIon (ACTHPA). This was one of the last 
motions passed before the AGM and our new P~esident Michael 
Porter (lately: oeWA) new intends to build on the work started by 
~the previous committee - thanks to Blackie and the crew. 

The ACT is reallx a great place toy, even in winter. Never 
mind the -JOC (yes, minus) mornings, our regular NWers and 
clear days still make for plenty of ridge flying for all and paragliders 
especially like the stable conditions.,.Fon bit of variety we can 
always head out to Grant and Tove's for some towing. 

Being berween the mountains and the sea has a lot going for it. 
John Chapman 

Cairns Hang Gliding Club 
At out last meeting we welcomed David Willis, purchaser of 
Warwick Gill's flying school, and his instructor, Henry Graff. 
Our best wishes to Warwick and friend for their new flying 
opportunities in PNG. Henry Graff was endorsed as safety officer 
and Level 1 hang gliding and paragliding instructor. Henry has 
been busy training pilots, although slowed down slightly by some 
of the sloppy "swill" the sky has been serving us, and has also kindly 
been assisting club members at take off. 

We made the most of the good weather we have had lately and 
it was great to see one of our latest members, Dean, soaring for 
hours with the rest of us at the Rex. We also had the most friendly, 
interested and appreciative spectators from around the world some 
of us had ever met. 

Friends have been most kind and helpful to Bernie recently. 
While he has thanked them personally, it was a joy to see him hard 
at work again and to share his gratitude with folk who helped pack 
up his glider. 

Planning continues for the Gillies Comp, 20-21 September 
1997. Mike Spalding ofNQ Warbirds Pty Ltd would be glad 
to hear from pilots who would like to bring their hang gliders 
to the Mareeba Air Show, 27-28 September 1997 to be part of 
what promises to be a most worthwhile weekend. Mike can be 
contacted on 514 377. 

Lance Sheppard 
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popular and maintain enthusiasm for XC flying throughout the 
winter months. However, Dave Redman and Michael Jackson 
showed what a great place SE Queensland can be even in the dead 
of winter by flying 174km on 19 July. As I write, the problems with 
the Mt Tamborine bomb-out which have plagued us throughout 
the winter look closer to a resolution thanks to the hard work of 
Peter Beard, Ken Hill, Phil Giffard and the tremendous support 
the club has received from the local councillors and community. 

So if you are travelling through Brisbane or the Gold Coast 
this season, drop in and enjoy a few days flying around Canungra. 
BUT please make sure you get the latest information about 
exactly where you can and cannot land before you launch. 

Mark Plenderleith 

Gladstone Hang Gliding Club 
Our AGM was held on Wednesday, 23 July 97 at the Club Hotel 
in Gladstone. The new office bearers are: Pat Purcell (Pres), Sandy 
Gemmel (Sec), Paul Barry (PR Officer) - beats me why I ended 
up with it since I can't write a stoty to save mysel£ 

The results of the 96/97 Cross Country League are: 
1. Andrew Atkinson, who romped in with more than rwice 

the score of 2nd place on 2,391 points. 
2. Pat Purcell, with some very good flying on 1,035 points. 
3. Paul Barry, who managed to jag 3rd with 92l. 

As a result of Andy being virtually untouchable a new handicap 
system has been introduced for this season to give everyone a 
reasonable chance of winning. So far it only seems to be making 
him all the more determined to win: Andrew started off this season 
with a 106km goal flight on 20 July - fairly impressive for this 
time of year - and on 3 August he flew 86km, about 25km short 
of goal on a day with very few clouds in the sky. 

Progress is continuing with the amalgamation of the 
"Capricorn Skyriders" and "Gladstone Hang Gliding Club" 
with only a few hurdles left before we all become known as 
"Central Queensland Hang Gliding Club". This will see a club 
with more members and less duplication of administrative work, 
so hopefully we will have a stronger club with more time to 
concentrate on flying. Future meetings will be held berween 
the three centres of Gladstone, Rockhampton and Biloela. 

Another positive development, for the club at least, is that Andy 
has lost his permanent job and, as a result of having extra time on 
his hands, is in the process of gaining his instructor's rating. There 
has been a fair bit of interest in learning to fly, so we're hoping to 
get some new members once he becomes accredited. We've had 
problems maintaining numbers since our local instructors had to 
let their ratings lapse due to other commitments. 

The May Day weekend fly-in at Wilson's Strip was enjoyable 
for all the pilots' families, as no one flew to anywhere. The weather 
was unkind, but a little fun was had with a spot landing comp 
and plenty of towing and landing practice. The Wilson families 
provided excellent facilities for everyone, including a hangar for 
our gliders at night. I'd challenge any club to find better landowners 
than the Wilsons - you'd have to see what's there to believe it. 
Plenty of lies were being told around the bonfire each night, 
some throat lubricant helped the stories flow. The winch operated 
faultlessly throughout the weekend for the 8 pilots that turned up. 
The only guy who was able to stay in the air for any decent amount 
of time was Dave Pendreigh who turned up with his Edge and 
provided joyflights for anyone who wanted them. On the last day, 3 
pilots, Pat, Col and Andy flew about 25km as part of an attempted 
goal flight - a pretty good effort considering the conditions. 

Hopefully our next newsletter will be from the Central 
Queensland Hang Gliding Club. 

Paul Barry 



NEVHGC Mystic Flight Park Opening & Fee Update 
The official opening of the North East Victoria Hang Gliding club's 
Mystic Flight Park will take place on the 14 October 1997 at 5pm. 
All Pilots and friends are welcome to attend. 

The event will conclude with a fly-in (weather permitting) 
to the paddock and a BBQ/drinks in the landing area car park. 
(Pilots flying will require a valid Mystic pass.) 
Changes have been made to the 97-98 passes: 
2 day pass (formerly 1 day pass) $10 
10 day pass (formerly 7 day pass) $20 
Quarterly pass (unchanged) $50 
Season pass (formerly Annual pass) 

Dark Blue 
Orange 
Tan 

Valid from 1 June - 31 May $70 Black 
All current annual tickets will be valid for the full 12 month 

period as stated on the ticket. Pilots will then be able to purchase a 
97/98 Season pass at a pro rata rate so that all tickets will expire 
uniformally on 3115/98. 

All annual tickets sold in 96/97 should have only been valid to 
31/5/97, regardless of when they were purchased but due to a 
misunderstanding by ticket sellers, pilots were sold 12 month tickets 
instead. Because of this, NEVHGC would greatly appreciate those 
pilots who can see the great value of the Mystic Project, foregoing 
the pro rata deal and paying the full $70 for their next annual 
ticket, thus helping to ensure the viability of the Mystic Project. 

The new landing paddock is now in operation. The old 
paddocks (Shuey's) can be used if pilots put a gold coin donation in 
the boxes provided (the Club no longer leases these paddocks) . 

Geoff White (Mystic Project Officer) 

Western Soarers HGC (formerly Dalwallinu HGC) 
The DalwalJinu HGC held its AGM on 3 July 97. The well 
attended meeting was conducted in an atmosphere of enthusiasm 
and good cheer. The outgoing committee was thanked with special 
regards to Gary Bennett, for his efforts as President on behalf of the 
club during a difficult year. The new committee is: Sam Blight (Pres), 
Daryl Speight (Vice-Pres) , Melanie Dunn (Sec), Mary Brennan (Trs). 

The main issue addressed at the meeting was the decline in 
membership over the previous rwo years. Suggested reasons given 
for this were: 
1. The recent physical separation of club launching facilities from 

those of the local hang gliding school, made necessary by new 
military airspace restrictions and resulting in lower though put 
of novice fliers. 

2. Loss of experienced club pilots interstate and overseas. 
3. $200 flat annual fee structure, tried for the first time last year. 

Several solutions were discussed including an optional flat fee/pay
as-you fly membership fee scheme which went to committee for 
further work. It was also resolved that the club build it's own hangar 
at the Wylkatchem airstrip to house aerotow tugs to allow for ground 
towing and aero towing to be conducted simultaneously on weekends. 
In future the club novice weekends will be held, when practical, to 
coincide with the local hang gl iding school's ground towing days at 
Piawanning. Daryl Speight also offered his services as the club instruc
tor to provide club novices with ongoing instruction and advice. 

Once again the thorny issue of the club name came up and for 
the first time a change was voted in. Since the club has not flown 
from Dalwallinu now for over 4 years, it was agreed that a new name 
was required. The name "Western Soarers" was accepted almost unani
mouslyas better reflecting the club's activities which have expanded 
considerably beyond its traditional focus of wheatbelt ground 
towing to include more coastal and inland ridge flying as well as 
aero towing from various locations. The meeting left many with a 
new feeling of optimism and looking forward to a great summer. 

Sam Blight 

The Sky High Social 
Where? Sandringham Yacht C l ub, Jetry Road, Sandringham; 
When? Saturday 25 October 1997, 8pm-1am; 
Cost? Members $17; non-members $20; 
Music?The Buzzmatics featuring big Geoff Guest; 
Food & drink? Finger food provided, drinks at pub prices. 

Tickets are on sale at Sky High meetings or from Lucy 
Wickham/ Richard Worton (03) 95835083 or Jo Cooper/Phil 
Taylor (03) 9531 4842. Or send a cheque/money order payable to 
Sky High Paragliding, PO Box 441, Kew VIC 3101 with your 
details, incl. address and your tickets will be posted to you. 
Note: No tickets at the door. 

Everyone is welcome, prizes will be given for not talking about 
paragliding, silly cosrumes are encouraged, as is rude noise 
equipment, joke smell and dog poo accessories. Dress code is semi
formal, but the object of the exercise is to have fun. Anyone coming 
without a partner will have to dance the Macarena or birdie song. 
Other exciting activities will include rwister, guess the impact spot 
and best vario impression. 

Richard WOrton 

PG/HG October Long Weekend Fly-In 

This Fly-In for paraglider and hang glider pilots will be held at 
High Adventure Airpark on the long weekend. There will be 
aero/winch towing and a very friendly competition, for all pilot 
skill levels and ideal for the new and experienced pilot. Just 
contact Lee Scott on 02 6556 5265 for more information. 

Lee Scott 

2Nt' SEASGN ANt' STILL aGINa UP!! 

Mystrc H;rr Skt..ttre 
Departs Morse Creek Landing Paddock at: 

Low season 
(from now until 20/12/97) 

High season 
(26/12/97 to 28/2/98) 

Low season 
(1/3/98 to 30/4/98) 

As requested, minimum 
of 5 passengers per trip 

From 8:30 am and every 
45 minutes from there 
on until stumps 

Hourly from 10 am 
until 4 pm 

At other periods there will be a clock located at 

the paddock depicting departure times!! 

pkOKe OJ 5755 1072 

or 015 5"2~77 t.fter frY;K9 
Wingtrips Australia 

Bright Vic. 
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CH RIS OL I V ER 

As usual, everyone was late. Stan had been setting up 

the trike in the chilly morning air on this August day. 

We were going to share the grass verges of Gympie 

Aerodrome's main runway with the local sailplane club. 

C
ookie rolled in with his regulation 6 ronnes of gliders, gear and 
people. Let the fun begin. Once the construction of gliders was 
finally complete, Stan cracked jokes about how he liked to tow 

in smooth morning air. In the distance smal l puffY cu's were already 
forming and drifting our way. No wonder some of the boys were 
stalling for time before their tows. 

After watching as couple of tows, it was my time. This was my 
first aerotow and my hands were shaking and my stomach was 
churning, but my confidence in my equipment, instrucrors and 
learned skills prevailed. Go, go, go! The dolley seemed to take 
forever to gain speed on the bumpy grass (with ant hills). Smooth 
as silk I finally left the dolley while Cookie's manic voice came over 
the radio: "Stay low, Chris, wait for the trike to lift offi" Once it did, 
I found myself stuffing the bar of my GT 3/4 in, just to maintain 
behind the trike and not outclimb it. Gaining altitude seemed hard 
behind Stan's XL trike: He would enter a thermal and rise, then exit 
the thermal into sink just as I reached the liEt he had just left. This 
weird porpoising action continued while I strove ro keep the tug on 
the horizon. 3 k's out, Stan initiated the first rum. I followed slightly 
inboard and the line went slack until the tug reached the next lift and 
the weak link broke. 

Only 900ft up and 3km from the strip, it was the first time this 
novice had to out land. For about 5 seconds I contemplated that 
I might make it back to the strip, but the vision of a cross tail wind 
and a GT ploughing in yelled conservatism. I chose a big ploughed 
field clear off power lines and did my best landing ever (no, really!). 
I carried my glider over to where my driver Andy could see me from 
the highway and sat down to wait. As I watched, the trike buzzed 
overhead and released Doug on his XS. He was still at cloudbase 
when I was driving home. 
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As a new pilot I would like this opportunity to thank my 
instrucrors, Stan and Cookie, as well as other club pilots who 
have kept an eye on me. Without mateship I would never have 
made it this far and, for me, Aying alone is quickly boring. 
I would also appreciate if someone could write an article n 
on the finer points of aero rowing. ~ 

WGRLprS SMALLEST 
VARrGMETER 

GNLV ~225. 00 
Pecrec;liders, HecK; Gliders, SecilplecKes 

GreM for ~e;iKKers or New Pilots 
Clips to Helmet, Cecp, Skirt, Collecr, etc 

200 H014rs OK lJMteries CiKcl14ded) 
Very SeKsitive iK weeck Lift 

Averec;es StroK;, lJ014KCY Lift 
l'op14lecr 'Kcreecse iK lJeeps ~ TOKe 'KdicMioK 

12 MOKtk G14ecrecKtee 

Blueline Sports (02) 6559-6838 
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tate 0 Tl In 
MA RK P L E N DE RLEITH 

It's on again! 

l
ast year, the Sydney Paragliding Club and the Canungra Hang 
Gliding Club got together to organise the inaugural State of 
Origin Paragliding Series, held over three weekends at Manilla. 

The idea behind the series was to provide a grounding in competition 
flying to all pilots new to this aspect of the sport and to encourage 
more experienced pilots to help them develop their XC flying skills. 
Although last season's unusually wet weather affected the first two 
rounds, the third round was a tremendous success with excellent 
conditions on alJ three days. 

Many people did their first XC under the watchful eye of their 
more experienced team mates. A trade display was held on the 
Saturday evening and a wonderful dinner and presentation on the 
Sunday evening. In the end, the Queensland Cane Toads pushed 
the NSW Cockroaches into second place with Queensland's very 
own ]] Bastion taking out the individual prize. 

The scoring system used in the series is designed to encourage 
participation by pilots of all levels of experience and awards novice 
pilots 3 points per kilometre of the task flown while intermediates 
and those advanced-rated sky gods get two and one point respectively 
for every kilometre flown. Now you don't have to be a rocket scientist 
to work out that everyone in the team is in a position to make a 
valuable contribution to the overall score and that if the advanced/ 
intermediate pilots can help the novices fly a few kilometres along 
the course then the team as a whole is going to benefit. 

The inaugural series was coordinated by Deirdre (I used to fly 
hang gliders) Skillen and Andrew (Le Hoover) Horchner and was 
such a success that the series will be run again this year. This time 
Ashley Bennett will be looking after the series from the Sydney 
end whilst Andrew Horchner will again be coordinating things 
in Queensland. The venue will once again be the most paraglider 
friendly town in the universe, Manilla, with the daytime action 
starting from Mt Borah and evening festivities centred on the 
bar of the Imperial Hotel. The dates are as follows: 
Round 1: 4-5 October (this is a long weekend in NSW) 
Round 2: 6-7 December 
Round 3: 27-29 March (the Easter weekend, with the 

presentation held on the Sunday night) 
An administration fee of $20 applies this year. In addition to the 

flying and fun we hope to host some celebrities to talk to us about 
competitions and competition flying skills. So if you fell like getting 
a little competition experience in a friendly environment, are 

(jCOffiP'litiOO n~ing 
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Far left: Queensland 
(left) and NSW (right) 
pilots are planning their 
team tactics on Day 3. 

State of Origin 1 
organisers Deidre 
Skillen and Andrew 
Horchner. 
Photos: Mark Plenderleith 

interested in taking those first steps in XC flying or just feel like 
getting together with like-minded individuals and parrying, then 
come to Manilla for the State of Origin 2. More information can 
be obtained from the Sydney Paragliding Club, the Canungra 
Hang Gliding Club, Ashley Bennett 02 98718081 or Andrew r':l 
Horchner 0412807516. _ 

Rules 01 che Air 
Illustrations courtesy of Airborn magazine, NZ 

The glider with right of way shall maintain course and speed, according to the following rules. 
II is the responsibility of all pilots at a ll times 10 luke lllll)Ossib le measures to avoid collision. 

HEA D ON : 
When two gliders 
are approaching 
each other head 
on. or 
approximately so. 
each pilot shall 
tum right. 

i 
OVERTA KING: ~ 
Theovertaking ~ 
pilot shall keep 
well clear of the J 
glider they are ~ 
overtaking by 
passing on the 
right side. 

, , 

~ 
CONVERGING: When two gliders are converging 
at approx imately the same altitude, the pilot which 
has the other on their right shall give way. 

LAN DING: The lower glider has the right of way. 
but should not cut in front of another glider which 
is on final approach. 
If a pilol is aware that another glider is making an 
emergency landing, they should give way to if it is 
possible to do so safely. 

OV ERTA KING. ON i 
THE RIDGE: 
The pilot who is 

HEAD ON, ON 
THE RIDGE: 
Pilot with the 
ridge on their 
right has right of 
way (and mny 
Slay closest to 
the ridge). 

overtak ing shall pass ~ 
between the other ~ 
glider and the ridge. 
This is so that the J 
glider be ing ~ 
overtaken does not J 

turn into the pass ing 
glider. (When ridge 
soaring. turns are 
norm ally done away 
frolll the ridge.) 

THERMALLI NG: 
The first glider in dec ides 
which direction to circle and 
all others must follow the same direction. 
OVERTA KING WHILE CLIMBI NG: The lower 
glider has right of way. The lOp glider must let the 
lower glider through as the lower glider can not see 
clearly above. This also appl ies when ridge soaring. 
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TERRI TORY Borroiooiao FINIS!:t 

( 

16/5/97 To Hermannsburg and further on to Gosses 
Bluff. Strong winds came up again and I adjusted 
my GPS track direct to Kings Creek Caravan Park. 
17/5/97 To Yulara over the open Mulga Plain and 
Lake Amadeus. I had a spectacular view of Ayers 
Rock and the Olgas on the horizon - no GPS needed . 

('-> 27/5 Wall to Borroloola with a refuel at 
~ Cape Crawford. . . s the end of my trip and I the trusty Quasar we 

Wallhallow ~ ".;'( 
A fellow pilot, Rob, '\ 
poses in front of \ 
his Edge at Bond \ 

Springs. \ 
Photo: Garth Za~ell I 

26/5/97 Barkly to Wallhallow Station. This 
property had just been sold by Janet Holmes 
a Court to Prudential Insurance. I enjoyed 
the ir lovely hospital ity. 

I Barkly 

y 

PEN 

/ ".m".'d 
Wy\t~~ r fi(;/97 To Tea Tree for lunch, then on to Wycl iffe Well where I met a French exped 

/ of 3 trikes and an ultralight. They offer me to fly with them to Barkly Homestead 

/ 
Roadhouse or even the rest of the way back to Sydney with them - I decide to con 

, as far as Barkly, but will continue north afterwards towards the Gulf. 
{ Tea 
I T Tobermorey. . 
I ..fJ~fl . ..--------'\ 13/5/97 Direct track to Tobermorey uSing GP 
\ .. ...-'-.--.-----.. \ remote area . I spend the night at Ringers qu 

\.( Harts 14/5/97 Along the Plenty Hwy 
\ Range 
\ to Harts Range fo r refue l. 

Past the Jindalee radar com-
~U] 

18/5/97 Yulara pastthe Olgas to Gosse~ 
Puta Puta. I waited for the thermals Bluff 

'\ ---0. ___ --/ .. ----.. --....... / \ 

I Alice I G Hermanns-! Springs p ex to emtree Caravan 
burg / Park for my overnight stay. Bedourie to subside before flying over 

Lassiter's Reef into Docker River. ( Called Alice Tower for per- 11/5/97 Birdsville to Eyre Creek to 

o _ ~~.C.~~~~i~e~-- __ Mt Ol ga Lake A,,9:..lJ_~,- i mission and time to come in. and I was forced to turn towards E 

Giles Meteorologica l --- --" . o----ii ___ .. ___ / ----i 15/5/97 To Alice Springs airfield. Due 
Station Ayers Rock \ to a very low ceiling along the Stuart 

19/5/97 To Giles Meteorological Station. Kulgera h Hwy I had to fly at 400ft. Once I 
Refuelled at Mal's Ampol and met 2 people reached the town, I was at 300ft and 
in a trayback who were killed the next day had to drop to 250ft to get through 
when it turned over 120km from Yulara . the Heavitree Gap - unbelievable! 
20/5/97 Giles to Mt Ebeneezer with a refuel at Yulara. On land ing I left the trike for repairs 
21/5/97 Mt Ebeneezer to Kulgera, then back to and hangarage at Aboriginal Aircraft 
Erldunda to get closer to the Alice for the next day. Services. Thanks to Kevin Kraak. 

22/5/97 Back to the Alice for 2 nights. Again I had 
to fly at 350ft above the highway to have vis ibility. 
The Alice is approximately 1 ,800ft amsl. 

Rain approaches Goondiwind i. 
Photo: Garth Za~ell 

~sVilie 

" 9/5/97 Arrabury 
to Birdsville. 82kt 
according to my 
G PS, fast, remote 
and very co ld. 
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8/5/97 Nockatunga 
helped me clear th 
I was off to Arrabu 
night and enjoyed t 

Arrabury 
Durh am Downs 

NockatUi 
~ 

6/5/97 Morning flig 
mindah for refuel, ; 
to Nockatunga Hot 
stony strip and hac 
prop blade with ne 
two nights here. 

NEW 



CAR 

Garth and his trusty Quasar at Bond Springs airfield. 

RK 

SULA 

~ r 

s. 

EN S LA ND 

in flood. Strong winds arose 
Irie at 28kt. Long, slow trip. 

to Durham Downs. The property's pilot 
ts of mud from the strip after rains and 
e to strong winds I decided to stay the 
spital ity of Norman and Anne Foster. 

rgomindah 4/5/97 Morning flight 
_ Cunnamulla to Goondiwindi. 
--------0-...,''_. Afternoon flight to 

Photo: Rob from Bond Springs 

hargo- "'~....... Talwood. 
Jon flight --------..Q!!:~~.o--......... _ Inglewo~-/---
lded on Talwood ~ Gb'>=.-.~ .. ' 5/5/97 Talwood to Goondiwlndl 3/5/97 Jaco s lair one 

Dirranband i to refuel, t nglewood for 
l. Spend then directly to t e Fly-In. Me and 

Cunnamulla using my Quasarflewt IS 

GPS navigation. leg together wit ) 0 U T H W ALE S Phil Pritchard. 

p----------., 
I I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

ICOM 
U-PICK-IT 

NOW you can pick the ac
cessories you want with 
your new ICOM GX UHF 
radio. The best UHF in 
Australia with just the 
right accessories! 

The ICOM GX comes with 
full scan. power use con
trol. night light and full 

Selcall paging. 

ALSO .• the new 
Electrophone 

I 

I 

I 

I 

TX 6000 is also 
available at a I 
great price. 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

PRICE 
DOWN !! 
ONLY ... 

$450 ! 
Wall charger $ :38.00 , or 
Drop-In Fast charger $ 99. 
Long life battery $ 29 extra. or 
High Power battery $ 66 extra 
Emergency battery pack $ :32 
X-07 Throat/mike with PIT $ 66 
H5-1O Headset with S.B. $1:30 

YIPPEE !! 
I Garmln GP5 price CRASH 
I Aust ra lian guarant ee (not a grey 
I import) weat herproof, full moving 

map display and more. Satellite 
I navigation at the right price I 
I 
I GARMIN:38 

I GARMIN" ... 
I 

$346 

CALL 

I Order by phonelfax. Cheque or COD OK. 
NEXT DAY'" DELIVERY FROM $&.00 

I All prius quoted t ax exempt. 
I 
I ULTRALIGHT FLYING 
I MACHINES 
I BOX 18 2. N. BALWYN. VIC. 3104 
I (03) 9431 - 21:31 
I 24 HR FAX (03) 9431-1869 

I 

.. _--------_ .. 
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EL G AR STARKI S 

" A nd he causes the thermals 
to ascend from the ends of 
the earth." Jeremiah 10:13 

~
I blithely stumble through the air at 
every opportlUlity, like most of us 
weekend warriors, I am driven by the 

pleasure of flying further and higher while 
continually adding small grains to my wheat 
bin of flying knowledge. 

Most of this knowledge has been gained 
from listening to more experienced pilots, 
reading such excellent publications as Pagen's 
books on flying and technical articles as found 
in various magazines. Occasionally though, 
we stumble upon some aerial phenomena 
that seemingly defies explanation, lift, sink or 
turbulence which doesn't fit the text book 
definitions. After discovering this as yet un
documented form of lift two years ago, I have 
since been on an "Indiana Jonesian" quest for 
more of these gems, both in the air at various 
sites and on the ground by interrogating 
other pilots. 

To begin I should explain the phenom
ena and the conditions under which 
I have experienced this very exciting 

form of lift. The first time was during a 
competition at Corryong. I had just made 
it past the last turnpoint while struggling at 
about 40m agl with weak lift produced by 
some derelict cars near a row of tall poplars. 
I eventually drifted over a tar road which had 
been baking in the hot sun all day. The day 
was blue, the winds light and variable, and at 
the time there was a light westerly drift. I 
gently eased into some lift which was only 
about 1-2 m/s and turned until I reached 
the top of it at a mere 500m agl. From there 
I started my glide towards goal and noticed 
that, flying parallel to the road, I was able to 
maintain altitude. I experimented by zig 
zagging away ftom the road on both sides, 
but each time I digressed from my parallel 
flightpath I encountered sink. I landed at goal 
that day inspired by both a personal best flight 
and the discovery of this "thermal wall". 

Two seasons later the opportunity pre
sented itself to again experiment with my 
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"wall thermal". I was at Corryong again, 
flying over a different road, at a different part 
of the valley. This time there was a light 
southerly drift. I was messing about at about 
200m agl with some nasty broken lift sourced 
from a large building beside the main road 
leading to town. I decided to glide to the 
township and at the same time see if I could 
prove the existence of this tar road wall 
thermal. Sure enough there it was again, only 
this time the lift was broken and bumpy, yet 
I managed to maintain my altitude for over a 
kilometre, again in a parallel line in keeping 
with the prevailing light winds. The source 
could only have been the tar road. Because it 
was early in the peak of the day, I deduced 
this explained the lack of a well formed "wall" 
compared to my first experience. 

D
iscussions with more experienced 
pilots on this phenomena, drew a 
blank with the exception of Andrew 

Kemp. Andy was able to describe an uplift-
ing experience (also at Corryong!) in which 
he and a few other pilots were circling in a 
thermal at the airport (a very wide long strip 
of black tar). Andy explained that he went 
on a search pattern, expecting to find a 
stronger core. To his surprise, he flew in a 
straight line at an angle to the strip and kept 
going up. It was a light and variable day and 
the drift was taking him towards the nearby 
Mt Mittamatite. On examination of Andy's 
experience, I concluded that he was riding 
upwards on a diagonal plane on the "wall 
thermal" generated by the air strip. 

To be sure, I plan to find more of these 
"wall thermals" and attempt to clarifY some 
unknowns in my mind. How high do these 
walls rise? Under what conditions are they 
present and what are the ideal conditions for 
well formed walls which produce smooth 
consistent lift? To date my limited experience 
has been in "blue" days with ground 
temperatures over 30°C with only very light 
winds. In my discussions with the flying vet 
from Bright, Karl Texler, Karl has been able 
to provide some more scientific views on the 
"wall thermal" issue and the possibilities for 
paraglider pilots to exploit their lift. 

Further Hypotheses 
KARL TEXLER 

T
hese experiences with "wall thermals" 
suggest a number of possibilities. The 
black tarmac of the road/airstrip may 

have served to heat up a linear region of air 
which then broke away to rise and provided 
the described lift. Or the road may have pro
vided a "trigger region" for air heated else
where to be given an extia kick to break away. 

I favour the latter. If the road were the 
only source of significant heating, the mass 
and volume of air would probably not have 
been large enough, especially low down, to 
be useful to a paraglider. 

In visualising how thermal triggers work, 
a good analogy is condensation on a down
ward facing surface: Once there is sufficient 
condensation on that surface, droplets will 
start to fall away from it. Where they fall away 
and what they do beforehand, is governed by 
surface features. If the surface is sloped, 
droplets may roll downwards, perhaps gath
ering other droplets on their way, before 
getting so big that they fall away. If the sur
face is corrugated or ridged, dtoplets will tend 
to gather and fall away at the lowest part of 
those ridges. If there are protruding irregular
ities, the droplets will tend to gather on these 
before breaking away. Flip this situation over 
and you have what warming air does on 
slopes, ridges and peaks. Places where droplets 
gather and break away behave in the same 
way as trigger points in a landscape where air 
is warming and rising. 

What does this have to do with "wall 
thermals"? Back to the water droplet analogy: 
If a line of moisture forms on our sloped 
downward facing surface, we may get a wall 
of droplets falling away. If the amount of 
moisture travelling down the surface is enough, 
we may even get a sheet of water falling away. 
However, the line must be level without 
irregularities, or droplets will tend to gather 
and fal l away at these irregularities. 

In real life, the line of moisture becomes 
a line of warming air (which roads will form 
in the day time), the sloping surface may be 
an adjacent paddock (either sloping up to 

the road or upwind from the road) and the 
large amounts of travelling droplets become 
the air warming over that paddock. 
Preferably there should be no trees near the 
road, as these may provide enough of an 
irregularity to form trigger points that may 
disrupt the overall "wall" effect. 

This is consistent with Elgar's reports that 
the effect generally occurred on relatively 
treeless roads with totally cleared land either 
upwind or downslope in relation to the road 
and no real hills, buildings or other features 
nearby. I hope I will find one of these r':l 
when next I really need a lift down low! _ 



Keteoroloqy 

THE EL NINO EFFECT - WHAT IS IT AND HOW WILL IT AFFECT FLYING IN AUSTRALIA THIS SUMMER 

The term "El Nino" (Spanish for 
"Christ Child") was originally used by 
fishermen along the coasts of Ecuador 

and Peru to refer to a warm ocean cun'em 
that typical ly appears around Christmas time 
and lasts for several months, depleting local 
fish stocks. Climatologists now usually 
reserve the term EI Nino for those exceptional 
years when the currem comin ues to run well 
into the next year, sometimes as late as the 
middle of the year. The link berween these 
EI N ino years and climatic effects in many 
distant parts of the world is now well 
established. T he most severe effects being un
usually heavy rains along the South American 
Pacific coast, severe winter storms in 
California and, most notably, drought over 
extensive areas of south-eastern Australia. 

In 1982, the world experienced the most 
severe El N ino recorded this century, with 
sea temperatures off the Peruvian coast up 
to 4° Celsius above normal. South-eastern 
Australia experienced what many regard 
as the worst drought in recorded history, 
culminating in the devastating Ash 
Wednesday bush fires in Victoria and 
South Australia in February 1983. 
Meanwhile, South America and California 
were devastated by floods and storms. 

This year, we are seeing sea temperatures 
off the Peruvian coast that parallel those of 

1982. Most importantly, tllese high sea 
temperatures are expanding in area and 
persisting. Already, enormous hail storms 
and flooding rains have ravaged the Pacific 
coast of South America, and Californian 
emergency services are preparing for a winter 
of destructive storms along the densely 
populated coast. In Australia, we have JUSt 
experienced a very dty winter over much of 
the south-east. The Melbourne city area has 
not reached an average rainfall in any month 
for almost a year and the last 11 months 
were drier than the corresponding period 
to August 1982. In fact, the period was 
the driest on record. Recent rains in early 
September have been beneficial to farmers, 
but were far from enough to alleviate long 
term deficiencies. Indications are that we are 
again facing a drought over SE Australia. 

so, what sort of flying conditions can be 
expected in the upcoming spring and 
summer over sou til-eastern Australia? 

Well, judging from past EI Nino's, we can 
say that sunshine will be more plemiful than 
normal, with an increasing number of days 
when strong thermals will be evident. When 
clouds are about, they will mostly be of 
the mid and high level variety, that is above 
about 2,OOOm. Low level clouds appear less 
often than normal during EI Nino years, 

Photo: Carol Binder 

especially inland. Intense heat-waves usually 
occur at some stage during an El Nino 
summer, though there are also extended 
cooler periods. Visibility restriction due to 
rain is less frequent, though dust haze can be 
significam, especially from later spring 
through summer. Strong, gusty winds, 
however, can still be a factor during EI Nino 
years, especially near wind changes following 
imense heat-waves. Even during a dtought, 
there will still be some rain, although not 
as much and not for as long as during a 
normal or wet year. A feature ofEI N ino 
years is that isolated thunderstorms can 
encoumer very dry air near the drought 
stricken surface. As a result, rain falling out 
of the storms evaporates and the air becomes 
cooler - just like an evaporative air 
conditioner. The ptoblem is that air which 
is cooler than its environment is also heavier. 
T his air can literal ly "fal l" our of a thunder
storm, producing dangerous wind squalls, 
sometimes a number of kilometres from the 
centre of the storm itself, and posing a 
hazard to nearby aviators. 

When will the expected dry conditions 
break? Although difficult to predict, this 
usually does not occur umil the late 
summer or early autumn following _ 
an El Nino year. aJ 
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The 1998 World Hang Gliding Championship will be held in the Australian Flatlands (25 January - 9 February 98) 

History of the Flatlands 
Hang Gliding competitions using tow launch techniques have been 
conducted in the Central West Plains ofNSW since the early 1980's. 
Over the years this towing competition (known as the Flatlands 
competition) has grown in size to become the largest competition 
in Australia. In 1996 it attracted 180 entrants including 110 overseas 
pilots. In 1997 the competition had 173 entries with again over 
100 international pilots. 

Broad acre farm techniques are a feature of the agricultural 
activity in the central west plains. Some fields are 3km long by 
2.5km wide. Towing operations in fields such as this can allow up to 
40 simultaneous launches using 40 individual tow strips. One group 
of tow strips is established along the length of the field and a second 
group is across the field to allow for a variety of wind directions. 

The "Flatlands" competition has traditionally been conducted in 
the Forbes area in NSW using wheat fields after the harvest. The tow 
lanes have been mown into the remaining stubble. The stubble 
provides a mechanism for binding the topsoil together and minimises 
soil erosion due to the towing activity. 

In the summer of 1994/95 the majority of the eastern half of 
Australia was subject to severe drought conditions. The lack of rain 
meant that the wheat crop could not be planted in the Forbes area. 
As a consequence the fields normally used for the competition were 
not available. An alternative venue at Hay, some 300km to the SW 
of Forbes, was used in January 1995. Although plagued by poor 
weather, (more rain fell in the tow field in the first week of the 
competition than had fallen in the two years prior), the Hay venue 
was a practical alternative in challenging conditions. Aftetwards the 
general consensus amongst experienced competition pilots was that 
Hay could produce better flying conditions for the World Champion
ships, but more logistical problems than Forbes and so the World 
Championships will be held in Forbes. 
26 Skysailor 

The "Flatlands" competitions were initiated with the objective 
of establishing tow launch methods in providing valid cross country 
hang gliding competitions. Competitors to date have used a variety 
of tow launching systems including car tow, aero tow, payout 
winches, ATOL systems or static winches. The tow fields used are 
chosen so towing operations with conventional 2-wheel drive vehicles 
are practical. Competitors typically tow up to 1,000& agl and the 
activity in the tow field ensures that there are usually plenty of 
thermals in close proximity. 

Weather 
Statistics collected from previous competitions indicate consistent 
weather conditions prevail in the area during January and February. 
Conditions allow soaring over a period from 4 hours on poor days to 
over 8 hours on good days. The depth of the convective layer ranges 
from 4,000& agl on poor days to over 14,000& agl on good days. 

Ta s ks 
Of the 135 potential flying days in competitions over the last 14 years 
more than 106 valid tasks have been achieved. Tasks have ranged 
from the occasional 220km race to FA! triangles in excess of 125km. 
Typical tasks are around 100 to 120km with one or two turnpoints. 
To minimise tl1e advantage or disadvantage of alternate launch systems 
and release points, a remote start point is typically used, usually 5 
to 15km from the centre of the tow field. No less than 14 Australian 
records (including the open distance record of 427km) and a number 
of World records have been set by pilots flying in this area. The flat 
terrain and road networks radiating from major towns make pilot 
retrieval relatively straight fotward provided that pilots maintain 
radio contact with their ground crews and are able to n 
provide accurate location information. ~ 



"ow "~ps 
LEN PATON 

This pilot checklist was written with the 5kyting tow 

bridle system in mind. It uses a fixed length rope and 

a motor vehicle for towing and is not a guide on how 

to learn to tow. Before attempting to tow you should 

familiarise yourself with the basic tow procedures 

and safety during a Tow Endorsement course. 

Many of the points discussed here apply to other 

types of hang glider towing systems, although 

the car tow has remained dominant in Australia 

as a cost effective, simple and quick way to go. 

The full article, including tips for tow drivers, 

is available on the Worlds 98 internet site at 

http:\\www.ozemail.com.au\~zupy\index.html 

50 what are you waiting for'? Don't just stand about, 

hook onto that tow rope! 

The 8 Point Towing Checkli6t 
1 Make sure all your equipment is functional and preflight checks 

are done before lining up to hook onto the tow rope: 
• Radio (battery not flat) 
• Mike/headset plugged in, able to lock on mike 
• Release is functioning (not too short which will cause 

a premature release as glider rises off shoulders) 
• Bridle untangled, ready to hook on 
• Hang check 
• Weak link ready 
Do a radio check before the driver leaves for the other end. You 
should be hooked on and completely ready by the time the driver 
is attached at the other end. If there are a few ditherers in your 
team have a second pilot also ready to go. 

2 Leave the launch spot clear until the driver has dropped the rope 
at launch to allow him to come up and drop the rope in the 
correct spot and do a U-turn. The pilot will still have time to 
carry the glider to the end of the rope and be hooked on before 
the driver is ready at the other end. 

3 Follow a standard routine radio procedure: Acknowledge each 
other's primary transmissions. It can be worrying when you don't 

get a response ("Is my radio working?!") Warn your driver before 
you say "Go, go, go" (ie "Picking up glider."). 

4 Pre-tension: The pilot should decide how much tension (s)he 
wants to start with but should always take up tension to approx. 
15kg first. Do not launch without having pulled out the bridle 
firmly away from the pilot. One arm over the bridle line to the 
keel can end in a ground loop or a broken upright. 
If the release line is too short, or is wrapped around the base bar 
or a grass tussock, taking up line tension will reveal this. If the 
driver is not ready to take up tension, walk backwards with your 
glider to pre-tension the bridle and clear your release line. 

5 Launch Conditions: The wind does not have to be 5kt straight 
up the strip for a successful launch. True, this will allow an easy 
launch but on light wind days the thermal is probably behind 
you. A tailwind launch is possible with up to a 2kt of smooth 
constant tail breeze and the ability to sprint fast, but is risky in 
thermic conditions and if you get a low weak link break you'll 
be landing tailwind. 
For a crosswind launch turn the glider slightly into wind, but 
not fully, and keep the upwind wing slightly down. Be prepared 
to do a weight shift to the side to keep that wing level just as 
you launch. As you ground skim you may slide sideways across 
the ground. Keep the wings level and allow to slide sideways until 
you are clear of the ground. 
If you are not very tow experienced, gradually increase your limits 
of acceptable launch conditions along with your confidence. 

6 PIT Locked On: Unclip your radio once you're at a safe height 
to reduce annoyance to other radio users. Ensure you have heard 
the driver confirm your release as a check that you have unclipped 
your mike. Other unlaunched pilots will be effectively grounded 
until you remember to switch off or your battery goes flat. In the 
latter case you'll be unable to give a position report for retrieve -
not that anyone will be inclined to go looking for you. 

7 Hang versus Prone: If you are comfortable in hang while on the 
tow, stay in hang until you release. Hands on the uprights give 
you more lateral control when a thermal pops a wing up and 
makes it easier to dampen out oscillations leading to a lock-out. 
Your helmet will also stay clear of the top bridle line when you 
get higher on the tow. 

8 Release under Tension: When in lift, release immediately even 
if there is full tow line tension. Calling out "Stop stop stop!" 
and waiting for the tension to dtop before releasing can mean 
you've passed the lift and on marginal days, chances of finding 
it again are slim. 
Never lose contact with the lift. This golden rule with any 
competent mountain pilot also applies to towing. 
Releasing under tension usually ensures your release operates 
cleanly. Releasing with no line tension is a hangover from 
winch towing to prevent wire tangles. If you have a stretchy 
bridle and a lump of steel on the end of it, you're more likely _ 
to get a nasty surprise with a low altitude weak link break. a:J 
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ROB ROY (CAPTAIN ROB) 

I had read many articles on thermalling techniques, cross country 
flying and listened intently to stories told by the "guns" of getting 
rocket rides in thermals that would have made NASA scientists 

envious. I've drooled over many photos in magazines showing pilots 
at heights I could only dream about. 

Even with all this evidence there still existed a small 'doubting 
Thomas' in the back of my head. I suppose it was a combination 
of emotions: 
Jealousy - because I hadn't yet experienced this amazing sensation 
of hooking into a thermal; 
Disbelief- because I had not actually witnessed anybody doing it; 
Doubt - because it all seemed too good to be true. 

Last year's "Bash" was well organised with briefings in the 
morning as well as an array of lectures from advanced pilots, all in a 
relaxed informal atmosphere. The event was aimed at people like 
myself hoping to gain more inland experience, learn basic thermalling 
or reading conditions, cross country flying or as an introduction to 
competitions. All this and more was achieved. 

I still had my doubts about my own ability to hook a thermal. 
Although I have a vario, I rarely use it. While flying on the coast you 
have plenty of references to tell whether you are in lift or sink. 
My tow instructor, Mike Spratt kept assuring me that I would be 
thermalling and leaving the tow paddock before I knew it. 

By the third day I had 12 tows under my belt and was feeling 
more confident with towing procedures. With my own eyes I had 
seen fellow pilots circling, gradually growing smaller and smaller. 
Things had quietened down towards the afternoon. Few of the 
experienced pilots had got away, but were saying that the thermals 
were strong and punchy. 

Mter lending a hand all day, I decided to have a tow, even if it 
was just another sleddie - all experience, I thought. The tow was 
uneventful and Mike took me to the end so as to gain maximum 
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The tow paddock beneath Mt Tallabung with Craig Worth's hang glider set up. 
Photo: Barry Wrenfora 

height. I pinned off and turned downwind, doing large sweeping 
circles as I'd been told. Next my right wing tucked - only about 20%. 
Instinctively I turned to the left and almost instantly my vario started 
beep-beeping. After three or four 360's holding on constant brake, 
the vario was still singing. Mike said on the radio, "Looks like you got 
it Captain. Stay with it." 

The adrenaline was pumping through my veins, I lost all 
sensation of time. I just kept going around and around with the vario 
telling me I was actually going up, something totally alien to me. The 
numbers kept ticking over: 2,000, 3,000, ... Wow! Look at the view. 
I'm not letting this baby go! 4,000 .. . What do they mean by "Find 
the centre of the thermal?" I'm too scared to change anything unless 
I lose it. I've got a death grip on this thing and I can feel my left arm 
starting to get sore. 5,000ft, whoa! It's getting cold, does that mean 
something? I'm still going up. 

"Looking good Captain", the radio said. I was too afraid to 
answer in case I lost this fantastic ride. 6,000ft and still going up. 
My left arm is really tired now, but I don't care if it cramps up and 
stays like that forever, it would be worth it. I had drifted in a 
somewhat SSW direction and was using the tow paddock as my 
reference, but it was time to take notice ofTallabung Mountain and 
use that as my guide. Gee, I'm glad I listened at all those briefings by 
the experienced guys. My confidence improved. Is this how easy 
thermalJing is? 6,500ft and still going up. Well, I really couldn't tell 
anymore, but the little black box strapped to my leg told me I was 
going up and by this stage I believed anything it said. 

Eventually the vario slowed and quietened and I guessed that 
I had left the thermal. It read 7,680ft above the tow paddock and I 
took in the fantastic view and gave my left arm a well deserved rest. 
I contacted Mike on the radio and for a few minutes told him what 
I could see mixed with "Wow! This is great! What a buzz" and other 
exclamations of exhilaration. He told me to follow the railway line. 



I should then see a town and goal was near the pub. That sounded 
easy enough. I've frequented quite a few pubs in my time and felt 
I shouldn't have any trouble locating this one! 

I had well and truly len the securiry of the tow paddock and I 
tried to recall those theory lessons on searching for thermals. As I 
went down through 3,000n I thought I'd better start looking at 
landing options (I believe in large safery margins). Try to land near a 
road or farmhouse, watch out for powerlines and stay away from 
stock. Look for signs of wind direction and strength. By the time I 
reached 2,000n I had decided where I wanted to land and was 
checking the area for hazards. To my total surprise the vario stopped 
its monotonous groan and started singing again. OK, I would try a 
few turns, but didn't really feel confident since I couldn't see anything 
I thought would generate a thermal. 

Surprise! I started to go up again and managed to get up to 
5,000n. From here I could just make out the town where the pub 
was. A nice cold beer or ten would really top the day ofF. Time to 
really concentrate and look for more trigger sources. Alas, no such 
luck this time, but this time I len my landing decisions until 1,000n. 
Although I didn't make the town or the pub, I did land near a road, a 
farmhouse and well away from powerlines, but best of all , I was 
25km from the tow paddock! The best flight of my life was safely but 
regrettably over. 

For the rest of the time at the Bash I kept honing my skills at 
locating and hooking into thermals. I managed ro get to 5,000n 
above the paddock a few more times but stayed within the securi ry 
of the paddock. 

I can't find words to describe the difference between coastal and 
inland flying. I felt a greater sense of freedom when I didn't have 
to hug a ridge to find lift, not to mention the height gains I could 
achieve inland! I made a lot of new friends and learnt so much. 
I encourage everyone to go to the next Tallabung Bash in January 
1998. Hopefully, I will be there (and not stuck on a ship in the 
middle of the ocean somewhere). I have just scratched the 
surface of flying paragliders and there are many more goals 
and experiences to achieve - you could never become bored 
in this sport. Have Fun! 

Many thanks to Pat O'Brien on whose property the week longflying, 
eating, sleeping and drinking event was hosted It would not have 
happened without your exceptional hospitality. 

Pat O'Brien (left) and Captain Rop share a soothing ale in the spa after Rop's PB 
flight at t he Ta llapung Bash. 

Attention all 
Paraglider Pilots! 

Are you looking to improve your flying? 

Are you interested in flying cross country? 

Pilots answering YES to the above 
questions keep reading on! 

The 1998 Tallabung Bash is what 
you have been waiting for 

"The primary aim of Tallabung is to develop cross country 

skills for Restricted to Advanced pilots and to fill the gap 

between initial training and competitive flying. This is 

achieved with the involvement of experienced pilots 

and qualified instructors within a friendly, controlled 

and sociable environment". KAPC Organising Committee 

Established in 1997, and organised by Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club, 

the Tallabung Bash strives to provide all attending pilots with a sound 

understanding of cross country flying techniques and includes: 

Towing 

Thermalling skills If you don't have have a tow 

Task achievement strategies endorseme nt it does not m atter. 

Navigation techniques Our instructors are running tow 

Turn point rules endorsement courses. 

Daily temperature & condition 

reports and much, much more 

All meals. accommodation, maps. 
tows. instruction, lectures and 

retrieves are included! 

When: 

Where: 

Cost: 

9 - 1B January 199B 

"Blink Bonnie ", Wirrinya - 30km 

south west of Forbes NSW. Our 

hosts, Patrick and Amanda O 'Brien 

$700 - camping/ all inclusive (add 

$10/ night for lodge accommodation) 

The Tallabung Bash p rovides an ideal opportunity for 

pilOts to improve their skills under the guidance of 

experts. There is no other clinic like it! 

Book your spot today as there are 
limited places available. 

For more details simply fill in the form below and post or fax to: 

Lisa Ryr ie Secretary KAPC, Micalago Station , Michelago NSW 2620, 

Ph/Fax: (06) 2359060 H, (06) 2359120 and an Information Kit and 

registration form will be sent to you within 2 weeks . 

Name: ... ... ..... . . ...... .. Address: ....... .......... ................................... ... . 

State: ..... ... . . ... Post Code .... ....... ... Tel ...... .... ....... . . . ........ (W) 

... ..... _ .... .... ......... ...... .. ... .... .. (H) 

Pilot rating: .. .. 

Tow endorsement (please circle): YES NO 
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RQUE 
PAUL HAINES 

Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite 
So what has the French National motto, stamped on each of their 
coins, got to do with trike flying? Well, quite a lot actually. Liberty, 
equality, fraternity (btotherhood) could easily apply to the reasons 
we go flying. 

H aving just returned ftom a 1,000 mile trip down the river 
Murray, in company with 20 other trike pilots, I'm enjoying sitting 
back and reflecting on all the reasons that the trip was so successful. 

For a start: Liberty is probably one of the reasons we all go flying. 
Once outside controlled airspace, you literally have complete freedom 
to go wherever the mood takes you, and the ability to move in 3 
dimensions, up and down, left and right, forward fast and slow, and 
even backwards if the wind is strong enough! 

Equality, well it didn't matter if you were a rich, poor or beggar, 
if you were flying the latest new hot ship or a battered old but much 
loved machine. There was none of the "My machine is better/newer/ 
faster/more expensive than yours", everyone was simply our to enjoy 
themselves, regardless of their equipment or profession. Naturally, 
some aircraft were slightly faster than others, but pilots just naturally 
"buddy'd up" with another trike or group of 3 or 4 that flew at a 
similar speed. 

Brotherhood, well that was definitely in evidence once the wind 
picked up strongly at Waikerie. As soon as each pilot had managed 
the difficult landing, others would rush up to help steady the wings 

Trike Accident! Incident Survey 

Date No AlC Type licence Total hours Type hours Injury 
7/4/97 12 Airborne Pilot 38 38 Nil 

Edge 582 

The pilot was making a good landing approach into a 1 Okt headwind. 
After rounding out, instead of looking ahead to the end of the strip, 
he looked down. This caused a loss of directional control, the aircraft 
bounced and ended up in the bushes at the side of the strip. Moderate 
damage was caused to the machine. 

Date No AlC Type licence Total hours Type hours Injurl 
1/6/97 13 Venturer Pilot 28 N/A Nil 

(Medway Raven) 

While flying in good conditions at 2,00Oft agl, the pilot turned his head 
around to check the fuel gauge. The transparent visor was flipped up 
by the airflow, ripped off the press studs securing it to the helmet and 
thrown through the propeller. This caused the visor to shatter and 
fragments were fired through the wing, causing substantial damage 
to the sail (two large tears in the starboard wing extending 75% of 
the chord from the trailing edge forward, plus various other tears). 
The aircraft immediately entered a steep spiral and lost approximately 
500ft before control was regained with full correction. 
With little directional control remaining, the pilot carried out a 
successful emergency landing in a nearby paddock without further 
damage. The helmet was of the Ultra com brand which has the visor 
attached only by press studs. 

Date No 
N/A 14 

A/C Type 
Pegasus 
Quantum 503 

licence Total hours Type hours Injury 
Pilot N/A N/A Nil 

Details are sketchy on this incident, but it seems that one of the spark 
plugs blew out of the cylinder head in flight, leaving the twin cylinder 

l'Iicroliqhtinq 

during the crosswind taxi (Always a risky manoeuvre in a strong 
wind). Help was also instantly available when the wind increased 
even more and wings needed to be detached and laid flat on the 
ground. What a great bunch of people. 

Naturally enough, the "brotherhood" also extended to the pub 
in the evenings, with lots of good natured banter and tall stories told. 
Our driver, Don Payne, was just brilliant. He followed along with a 
12 seater minibus, pulling a large trailer groaning with jerry cans and 
two-stroke oil, and would inevitably pull in shortly after we had all 
landed. He also provided all the transport between the airport and 
town/pub, and every time the bus was full , the jokes kept on coming. 
I don't remember having laughed so much in a long time. Thanks 
Don, can we book you for the next trip? 

Speaking of which: All you silent trike pilots out there, don't 
just leave it up to your instructors to organise everything (Thanks 
to Tony Dennis and Larry Jones for this trip). You too can organise 
your own trips away or flights for groups of trike pilots from here 
to there. After all , isn't going places the reason you bought 

!!:ii your trike in the first place? ... 

Readers of Tech Topics are advised that the H GFA and Paul Haines do not hold themselves 
respomible for any of the solutiom that may be offered to the problems contained in this 
bulletin. Any solutiom comtituting a modification of the aircrafts type approval certificate 
must be cleared with the manufocturer. 

motor running on one pot. The pilot shutthe motor down and glided in 
for a successful emergency landing. He reports that when the spark 
plugs had been replaced previously, there had not been a good "feel" 
when one of the plugs had been tightened and it now seems likely that 
the previous owner had stripped or cross-threaded one ofthe spark 
plug holes in the aluminium cylinder head. As a precaution the owner 
has had all four plug holes re-threaded using the Helicoil process 
which is very economical and effective. 

Comment 
No pilot or passenger injuries were reported, only financial ones. 
Hallelujah! 
Accident No. 12 reinforces the old saying known to generations of 
all types of flying instructors, "Where you look, you go", therefore: 
"Look where you want to go ". 
Incidents 13 and 14 have also occurred in the previous 12 years in the 
UK, and the pilots are to be commended for their safe forced landings. 
Regarding visor attachments to open face helmets: Press studs are 
not very secure and the better helmets all have their visors attached 
by small screws and locknuts. It is rather an easy job to convert a 
press stud fixing to a small nut and bolt one, but make sure the bolts 
are not so long as to impinge upon your skull in the case of an impact. 
How do you know if a plug hole contains a damaged thread? 
Inspection with a magnifying glass will reveal this and also, while 
tightening a spark plug, it feels like you are screwing it into cheese 
or it goes round and round endlessly, beware! 

While on the subject of spark plugs: Stan Roy has asked me to 
mention, quite rightly, that if you are suppressing radio frequency 
interference on a points ignition Rotax motor, you should use 
either resistive plugs or resistive plug caps, but not both together. 



TOUR 1: 

TOUR 2: 

HIGH ADVENTURE 
1998 
Flight Expedition 
For Hang and Paragliding Pilots 

Novice to Advance pilots welcome! 

Depart 13 December 97, returning 21 December 2l. 

Depart 14 March 98, returning 22 March 98. 

This season we will change our normal route to t.,avel to Tumut, 

Corryong, Bright, then last but not least to the famous Forbes 

Flatlands, home of the 1 998 World Hang Gliding Championships. 

RELAX: 

DISCOVER: 

LEARN: 

TOW: 

FLY: 

While High Adventure drives you in 

their 14 seater airconditioned bus 

The sites you've only read about 

New skills, while High Adventures instructors guide you 

with your flying skills by radio and inflight instruction. 

With High Adventure's smooth reliable hydraulic 

winch at Forbes 

Li ke you've never flown before 

Call High Adventure Airpark for your spot on these tours 

on 02 65 565 265 or email highadv@midcoast.com.au 

Limited to a maximum of 10 pilots only POA. 

Australia's Leading & Largest 
-1UJM.,.f~ 7~ ~ 

* Australian Flight Tours * Paragliding * Hang Gliding * Microlites * Adventure Farm Holidays 

High Adventure Airpark, Pacific Highway, Johns River NSW 2443 

Phone: 02 65 565 265, email: highadv@midcoast.com.au 



There have been several attempts in the past to produce a successful topless glider, 
French manufacturer Elite's Virus for example, but it was the introduction of carbon fibre 
materials that has now made it possible to built a topless glider a mere mortal can lift. 

THE ~AKING OF A I 
C HR IS S ALM O N 

Even though La Mouette were amongst the first of the 

European manufacturers to produce a modern topless 

glider, manufacturer Gerard Thevenot magnanimously 

named German Jos Guggenmos as the creator of the 

"topless" design. Nevertheless, La Mouette's term for 

the glider has now become the generic label of the 

species, much to the chagrin of other manufacturers. 

THE BEGINNING 
Tomas Suchanek and Juan Corral first caught a whiff of an innovative 
new glider without a kingpost - without top rigging, at the 1996 
Induga in Germany. They quickly saw the potential of such a concept 
and wasted no time in recruiting two sets of carbon spars from 
La Mouette. While Juan went back to the US to build a prototype 
using one pair, Tomas converted his SX into a topless SX with the 
other, producing a hybrid between Moyes and La Mouette. Out 
of curiosity, Moyes had become a collaborator with the French 
manufacturer, La Mouette. 

Back in Australia, Steve Moyes was juSt planning to go home to 
his wife and family after finalising the new SuperXtralite (SX) for 
production when a fax arrived from Tomas. It read, "I just won the 
European Nationals in the SX - but there's one catch: The SX isn't 
really an SX anymore, it's kind of. . . topless." Steve called his wife 
to tell her he would be home late. When she asked how late, he 
replied, "Sometime next year, in case I forget - happy New Year!" 

The successful Xtralite had been the result of the combined 
talents of Tomas Suchanek, Steve Moyes and Juan Corral. However, 
right from the very outset, the CSX was a reaction to what had 
already happened in Europe. So why make it? For one reason: 
A topless glider has a slight edge of performance over kingpost 
gliders and Tomas' experience had confirmed this. Since Moyes' 
reputation as a manufacturer was fundamentally based on the 
performance of its competition gliders, they had no choice but to 
move from one completed R&D project right on to another: to 
produce their own version of the topless glider. 

THE PROCESS 
Carbon fibre spars are at the heart of modern topless glider designs. 
In order to tap into the expertise of an Austral ian based company that 
could produce carbon spars, Moyes enlisted the help of McConaghy. 
This company had been at the forefront of composite technology for 
25 years and had produced the largest pre-impregnated carbon-fibre 
structure in the world, the 80ft maxi yacht Windward Passage II, 
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along with other world class yachts, several for the America's Cup 
Class. McConaghy were certainly able to adapt their technology 
to carbon spars. 

To produce the Moyes' carbon spars, McConaghy's employs a hi
tech pre-impregnated fibre process. This system involves the hand 
laying ofT 700 carbon fibres, previously impregnated with mixed 
epoxy resin, on a male mandrel. The pre-impregnation is carried out 
by Structural Polymer Systems, one of Europe's major composite 
suppliers. This maintains the correct resin mixture and a high fibre
to-resin ratio which in turn translates into guaranteed quality and 
minimum weight. The hand laying of fibres ensures that they are 
aligned to create optimum strength for weight. 

The resin is cured at 120°C, producing a finished product that has 
a heat distortion temperature high enough to resist softening of the 
epoxy resin even under the extremes of Australian summer temperatures. 

McConaghy also maintained that a conical spar would best with
stand torsional loads. (As it turned out, conical spars were ideally 
suited to Moyes' final CSX whose stability system relied on torsional 
strength) . At the same time McConaghy's also fabricated a carbon 
fibre centre, later replaced by an alloy version which possessed better 
load distribution properties and is less expensive to make. After a few 
experimental prototypes, Moyes received it's first set of carbon spars 
in November 1996 and proceeded to do their utmost to break them. 

After load testing provided the information needed to determine 
the optimum spar laminate required for their interaction with the rest 
of the glider's ftame, the glider began to take shape. Since the traditional 
and effective stability system of luff-lines was done away with, a worthy 
substitute was needed to take its place. Tomas had utilised two dive 
struts but no outboard dive-recovery sticks on his "hybrid" glider. So 



iiTOPLE S S 

on the first Moyes' prototype two carbon dive struts were located from 
the leading edge over the carbon crossbar to interact with two trans
versal carbon trailing edge battens (from battens 5 to 7) which had been 
added to the design along with two traditional dive recovery sticks. 

" 

Until the glider had been put on a test vehicle in Germany or the 
US, it wasn't possible to finalise the design, but after preliminary test 
flights . Moyes produced several prototypes to be flown by selected 
pilots during the Pre-Worlds at Forbes. Although the glider performed 
reasonably well, Swiss pilot Tony Marty, did go upside down in one 
of the prototypes. Thankfully he came down safely and today flies a 
new CSX. Nevertheless, the episode did pose some serious questions 
about the glider's stability. Meanwhile "Topless fever" in Europe was 
running high and Moyes was receiving orders for a glider that hadn't 
yet gone into production. First the glider had to be put onto a certified 
test truck to see how it measured up. Tomas went to Germany while 
Steve joined Juan Corral in California. 

While testing the Pre-World prototype on Mark West's test truck 
in California, Moyes made an unnerving discovelY in the "Negative 
150" test: The dive struts running over the crossbar applied a bending 
load to the leading edges which resulted in a load failure of the 
leading edge. At this point, the original SXJTopless parted company 
with what was to become the Moyes CSX. Since only US testing 
required the "Negative 150" test, the glider had to undergo changes 
that in all probability would not have happened if it had only been 
tested in Germany. 

If Moyes had opted for certification in Germany first, the CSX 
might have turned out very different to the production model which 
started in April 1997, post US certification. This points to a need for 
uniformed, effective international certification standards. After 

GLIDER 
consulting with Mark West, who oversees the HGMA certification 
process, Juan and Steve decided ro alter the stability system of the 
glider. Both concluded that dive recovery was better achieved through 
affecting the wing nearer the tip rather than further inboard. The tips 
are set further back and therefore provide a berrer purchase to alter a 
glider's angle of arrack. As a result, the dive strut attachment points 
were relocated from the leading edge to the carbon crossbar, 
representing a major departure from the European designs. Whereas 
previously the struts had run to a transversal batten spanning battens 
5 to 7, they now run to a transversal spanning barrens 7 ro 9. 
Concerns about the loads applied to the leading edges were negated 
since the much stronger conical spar could easily accommodate such 
forces. McConaghy's original decision to make a conical spar was 
ideally suited to this new design. Interestingly, after going through 
US certification, Acme's TR3 was reconfigured with the dive struts 

outboard off the crossbar. Wills Wing also relocated the Fusion's dive 
struts further outboard; whilst still attached at the leading edge, they 
no longer run over the carbon crossbar. 

The changed stability system was enough to improve the 
structural stability of the new Moyes glider, but in order to produce 
the desired flying results, batten profiles and dive strut angles needed 
to be finalised along with some fractional sail modifications. After 
further flight testing, Moyes altered batten profiles and achieved the 
desired dive strut angle. In April '97 the CSX 4 and 5 passed US 
certiEcation with the final configuration consisting of two 
alloy/fibreglass dive struts braced off carbon crossbars, fibreglass 
transversal barrens spanning battens 7 to 9, an alloy centre-section, 
two traditional dive sticks and springtip battens. 

Doubtlessly both Australians and Americans have trailed the 
Europeans in the design of topless gliders, but the German DHV 
Certification is only now starting to realise that the stability systems 
which brace dive struts closer inboard, off the leading edge and over 
the crossbars may not be effective enough in maintaining glider 
integrity under negative loads. Although Europe has led the charge 
into the topless arena, both Moyes and the US manufacturers have 
succeeded in picking up the gauntlet that was unexpectedly n 
hurled at their feet by their European counterparts. al 

Author's footnote: As this article goes to print the DHV has decided 
to retest their previously certified topless gLiders. 
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~OW TO IRRIH [RHO lOSf] H ~RIVfR IH ~H[ fliGHT 
STEVE BLENKINSOP 

December '96 

All week it had been s haping up for a classic 

IIlawarra day. The high pressure sitting on 

Ade laide had started to move and a weak 

cold front was forecast for Saturday night. 

In an SA summer, these cond itions can mean 

big distance with unstable air coming in from 

the west and increasing north-westerlies 

to launch into. We even had a driver, Andrea, 

George Kambas's partner. After promises of 

" It' ll be easy, we w il l be f lying back towards 

Ade la ide", and "sure we'll be back before dark", 

she had reluctantly agreed to drive for the 

first time. 

It all seemed too good to be true and initially, so it was. As we 
drove the 150km north to Illawarra Hill, it soon became obvious 
that the front was still a li ttle too far off. A solid inversion seemed 

to have set up and its presence was dramatically illustrated by a crop 
fire near take off, where thick black smoke shot up to about 4,000ft 
and went splat against the lid, before drifting to the south east. 

So it was that George 1 (Kambas), George 2 (Polak) and myself 
launched with a degree of pessimism off a spur on 400ft Illawarra 
Hill. This most uninspiring bump in the wheatfields of the mid
north has probably produced more 100 mile flights than any other 
site in Australia. I had my first one here in 1982 spending 8 hours in 
t-shirt, thongs and an apron harness freezing at 1O,000ft on the way 
to the famous sailplane area ofWaikerie. Since then many personal 
bests have been set here, including one memorable day when the 
longest competition task ever completed was set, and four pilots flew 
250km to goal at Renmark in a State Compo 

Unfortunately this day did not seem to be one of those days 
and very optimistically a goal was set at Peter Hood's property 
200km SE in the Mallee. George 1 and 2 sensibly followed the road 
back towards Adelaide and soon landed near the Lochiel pub cooling 
off from the high 30's heat. 

I dribbled along, several times taking a last chance punt on 
harvesters or tree lines. Suddenly I realised something was happening 
as conditions became even worse. 80km out I found lift very scarce 
and I resorted to yelling at sheep to get them moving. It triggered 
li ft and as I wound up in the first decent thermal, I realised that 
the inversion had lifted. Because the heated airmass now had a 
much bigger volume to fill, the classic mid-afternoon pause had 
almost seen me on the deck. 

Now flying got serious and I had to avoid Edinburgh airspace, 
restrict my height as I crossed the Modbury corridor, and juggle 
channels as more CFS crews were called out to fight fires. At one 
stage I even found myself giving locations of fires to enquiring 

34 Skysailor 

farmers who realised I was in a good position to see them. Visibility 
was excellent, a huge fire was visible on Kangaroo Island, 200km to 
the south, and another at Mt Remarkable, 150km to the north. 

As I crossed the Barossa Valley with Andrea and the Georges 
in chase, Hoody's place was looking possible though a bit crosswind. 
Crossing the Murray River at Mannum I could hear a little 
apprehension in Andrea's voice as getting back to Adelaide before 
dark seemed less likely. 

Finally able to max the thermals out of airspace and getting 
within glide of Hoody's, conditions became epic. There were still 
no clouds but 1,000fpm thermals and good groundspeed soon had 
me within glide of the Hood family property at Wynarka. George 
and I realised the State record was there for the taking and with a 
"Go for it" confirmation over the radio, I started pulling on speed 
between thermals. What I didn't hear, was Andrea demanding to 
go back to Adelaide. It apparently didn't help when George started 
talking about how we could fly night thermals! This driver's initiation 
was not going well. 

About this time, I was topping out right over Peter Hood who 
was also doing circles. Normally Peter would be flying with me but 
now his circles were at 6ft agl in a header in 40°C. I eventually got 
him on his home frequency and with a tinge of guilt told him I was 
only 3km away - 3km straight up. I declined his invitation to drop 
in for a beer and headed on. 

After flying SE for 200km, I now had to decide whether to go 
east along the Princes Highway or south along the Dukes Highway, 
since both had a lot of nothing in between. I chose to follow the 
drift south. Unfortunately, with the tension in the car, George went 
east and we soon lost radio contact. I might also have been getting 
hypoxic, because when my GPS finally found where I was (after not 
being used for six months it took a while to locate) , I couldn't work 
out why my groundspeed was only 40. After landing I twigged it 
was 40kt as the GPS 45 had reset in marine mode! 

After Peter's I only had to dolphin fly, not going below 9,000ft 
'til the sun was getting quite low. Final glide was about 50km and 
I landed just after dark, halfway between Keith and Bordertown. 
Having completed a grand tour of Penola, Bordertown and the 
South East, and finally making contact via Adelaide phone numbers, 
Andrea and the Georges found me around midnight. Luckily Andrea 
was so tired she spared me her wrath though I had to make the 
4 hour drive back to Adelaide while all the others slept. 

As Drew Cooper wisely said "If my Aunty had nackers she'd be 
me Uncle!" but the flight did have me thinking: 351km in 6'/2 hours, 
launching at 11 :30 instead of 2:30 and maintaining the same average 
gives over 500km! As it is, this is still one of the longest hill launch 
flights in the world and it turned out to be a great warm up for Hay. 

A belated thanks to George 1 and George 2 who spent 1,000km 
driving that day for a 20km flight. Am I glad George's car runs on 
gas! Lastly what can I say to thank Andrea? Probably nothing said 
will convince Andrea it wasn't just a con job, flying 250 miles and 
getting back to Adelaide just on sunrise does not happen every 
day. On the other hand there is always the morning glory . . . 
Andrea, would you like a holiday in tropical Queensland? 



~ ____ S __ o_a_r_in_g~! ____ ~1 1~ ____ M_i_c_ro __ li~g~h_t_S_! __ ~ AIRCOTEC TOP NAVIGATOR 
THERMAL GOGGLES? ... ALMOST! 
The World First in-flight computer 

for paragliders / hang gliders. ~ . ........ 
Fully integrated on- a1!!I!!I !!!!! 

Australia's best value 
soaring helmet, Carbon 
fibre & Kevlar - certified 
to CE966 standards. 750g 

$180 
fitted mike/speaker: add $20 

We design and manufacture 

the Aerial Pursuits 

Microlight 

Communications System. 

Complete system - 2 

helmets with visors, 2 
headsets, intercom and 

PIT, $950! 

Also, ask us about Full Face 
helmet kits! 

PO Box 1059 

Hampton North, Vic 3188 

email: aerial@ozemail.com.au 

Ph: (03)95970527 

Fax: (03)95981302 

Web page: hHp:llwww.ozemail.com.au/-aerial 

screen 128x128 dot 
LCD graphics display. 
Altimeter and Vario. 
Built in GPS. 

Thermal mapping. 
Thermal centering. 
Lapse rate / Climb rate. 
Regular thermal sources. 
FAI recognised barograph. 
McCready speed to fly. 
Speed over ground. 
Wind speed and direction 

Polar curves and much more! 
Hands free operation. 
Easy to use. Only 600gm. 
In car rapid charger 
or 240V. 

Introducing the latest Reserve Parachute 

The HGR 20 
Check out these features: 
1. Weighs only 2.5 kg 
2. Totally Australian made 
3. Manufactured in S.E. Queensland 
4. 24 hour hotline seven days a week 
5. Always in stock for immediate delivery 
6. Assembled in deployment bag and ready for fitting 
7. Built to the same high standards as skydiving parachutes 
8. Can be repaired by an Australian Parachute Federation approved 

parachute Rigger "B" 
9. Free owner 's manual with every parachute 
1 O. Other models and sizes available 

Proudly manufactured by: 

Roochutes Australia Pty Ltd 
PO Box 125, Wynnum Q 4178 

Phone: 07 38901716 
Fax: 07 38901718 
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~het:her your looking for ent:ert:ainrnent:r, 
i 

general inforrnat:ion 0(" guidance,t:hese 

books have sornet:hing for everyone. 

The Paths of Soaring Flight 

This book by F G Irving is concerned with the mathematical basis of 
sailplane design and operation. It doesn't tell the beginner how to fly, 
but will give experienced pilots historical backgrounds and show how 
ideas have evolved and could develop in the future. 

Some materials are taken from OSTIV (Organisation Scientifique 
et Technique Internationale de Vol a Viole) publications and from 
Technical Soaring, neither of which is readily available to the general 
public, and include papers by the author and others. Extensive 
references are provided. 

Contents: The Sailplane in Still Air - Definitions, Wings of Finite 
Span, Downwash and Induced Drag, The Total Drag of a Sailplane, 
General Equations of Motion of a Sailplane; Instruments for Soaring 
Flight- The Measurement of Vertical Velocity; The Sailplane in the 
Atmosphere - Thermals: Observations in Flight and in the Laboratory, 
Maximising the Rare of Climb in Thermals, The Pracrice of Cross
Country Flying, Computer Calculations of Sailplane Performance, 
Generalised Optimisarion Calcularions: The Calculus ofVariarions, 
The Effecr of Wind, The Effect of CG Posirion on Performance. 

-"---oater Gliders 
~rborne Fun 

Moyes Ventura 
Wills Wing Fateon 

Tandem Gliders 

Used Tandem Glider 

P/6 to H/6 Conversion Courses 

Reserve Parach 
Pulled down apex with swivel 

SYD I Y 
Hang 6lidi~ Centre 
Call (042) 94 9994 
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Paragliding and Hang Gliding: 
Recommended Book List 

Title Author Level 

~ 
An Introduction Zigmund Frankel Easy 
to Paragliding 

~.., Basic Aeronautical Capt Trevor Thorn Medium 
Knowledge 1 .., Hang Glidingfor Peter Cheney Easy (Highly 
Beginner Pilots Recommended) .., Hang Gliding - Denis Pagen Medium 
Training Manual 

~.., Mechanics of A. C. Kermode Difficult 
Flight 

~ 
Paragliding - A Pilot's Wills Wing Easy 
Training Manual 

~ 
Paragliding - Noel Whirtall Easy 
The Com/!.lete Guide 

~.., Performance Denis Pagen Medium 
FlyJng 

~.., The Weather Bureau of Mer Easy 
Book 

~ 
Touching Ian Currer Easy 
Cloudbase 

~.., Understanding Denis Pagen Medium 
the Sky 

~ Walking Denis Pagen Easy 
on Air 

Kindly compiled by imtructors Shaun Keane (PC) and Rohan Holtkamp (HC). 

BRIGHT HIKERS 
In the High Country of North East Victoria 

Our hostel is a five star (AAA Rat ed) flyers paradise _ 
Twin rooms and small dorms, Large lounge with fully 

equipped kitchen, C lean bathrooms, Coin laundry, 
BBQ area and Games room_ 

OUR FLYER SPECIFI C SERVICES I N CLUDE ... 

Flying manua ls - M aps - Tee shirts - H GFA merchand ise -
Avfax weat her informatio n - Flying videos -

Heaps of magazines - Paraglider flying suits and more. 

"Sky out during the day then come and relax and exchange 
your flying yarns with pi lots from a ll over the g lobe" 

The hostel is in t he centre of t he tow n opposite the post office. 
Prices from $14 pp pn (dorm) to $20 pp pn single room.* 

Breakfast available f rom $3.50. *Plus low weekly rates. 

GEOFF OR M AZ VVHITE 

Top Floor 4 Ireland Street, Bright Vic 3741 
Phone 03 57501 244 Fax 035750 1246 

Mobile 0 18 052793 e-mail gwhite@netc.net.au 



Seeking Bumhood 
MAYNARD G. KREBS 

"Yeah right, uh-huh", people laugh in disbelief when I tell 

them "I want to be a bum aga in!" Most can't imagine 

that I real ly mean it - but then, most haven't tried 

that lifestyle, have they? 

How can they know how good a roast potaro or a freshly 
caught sweetlip tastes when you're living in a lean-ro on 
an island with nothing ro do all day except surf and fish 

and play music? They don't see the point of waiting around until 
the onshore blows in and spending all afternoon chasing the sea 
eagles and frigate birds around in the big bowl on the south side 
of the point. The straights just can't understand, because they've 
never been there. 

I fell in love with surfing at the age of9. The year was 1962 
so I'm getting really, really nostalgic here, as well as giving away 
my (groan) age. In the ensuing years the sport took me right around 
the country, both competitively and recreationally. My father still 
reminds me that surfing ruined my life and he just may be right 
- it definitely left a legacy of self-indulgence and outrageous 
self-centredness, but so many perfect waves ... 

Back flashes 
Waddy Point, as good and as long as it gets (fully half mile rides), 
during the epic cyclone season of '73. The year we supplemented 
bumhood with a little black Afghani for those "special occasions". It 
was also the year Ozzie almost lost his leg when a bronzie lined him 
up in the racetrack. .. 

Camping out at Bendalong with Benny the Ball, Goose and 
Skiddy (don't ask how he got his nickname) , counting the shooting 
stars and knowing that the island would be doing its mystical 
spinning thing at dawn next morning ... 

The desert chi ll of pre-dawn Cacrus, watching from the top of 
the cliff as thick, regimental Southern Ocean swells unloaded down 
the fall line of the limestone reef ... 

Living for 4 months right on the point at Cape Edenhope, and 
when I wasn't surfing I was playing with the band. We were a folk
rock outfit and called ourselves "The Lizard Dusters". We nearly 
almost completely half-filled the Masonic Hall every Friday night. .. 

A Lennox barrel that was so deep, so long and so intense that 
1 came out with my knees banging together like a pair of castanets 
at the sheer exhilaration and beauty of it all. A genuine, unforgettable, 
life-changing moment - Whooall! 

Then in 1974, along canle flying. Two lifestyles that dovetailed 
perfectly. Offshore in the morning getting barrelled. Onshore in the 
arvo getting high. Neat! But all that coastal airtime got a bit tame 
after a while. A new era began as a small group of like-minded mates 
moved inland to take up the challenge of understanding how thermal 
air behaves and how to soar it. Christ, I still tingle when I remember 
the feeling of that first 100 miler (1986), landing by the Bowling 
Club with arms that felt like worn out rubber bands - a moment 
of pure ecstacy knowing that on that day at least, I had truly been 
in rune with Nature. 

Life intrudes 

But being a bum is hard. Women, work, money and kids got me 
in the end. Shot down like a dog. Like Zorba the Greek said, 
"Wife ... kids ... the full catastrophe". After 19 years, the crises seem 
to get worse, not better, with the passing years. Ho hum. "Search" 
and "Destroy" vety successfully keep the family finances on the 
constant verge of bankruptcy. Search is a pretty good kid, but Destroy 
is turning into a surly, aggressive little bugger. It's damned difficult 
to get into a stubborn child's head what's acceptable behaviour and 
what isn't. Kids can be an overwhelming responsibility at times. 

It's definitely (nearly) time to become a bum again. Although 
our culture insists us to keep our noses to the grindstone, I'm ready 
to go back and live in a simple shelter chucked together with 
galvanised iron and pandanus palm. There is no nicer sound on earth 
than rain on an old tin roof Again I'm looking for a place where I 
can watch the tropical birds soar majestically over a coconut palm
fringed bay of pure aquamarine, where I can fish for my daily bread, 
surf and fly at my leisure and possibly, just possibly, write the novel 
that I think I've got inside my head. Or perhaps I'll simply lie back 
in my hammock and enjoy the moment. Why do I keep hearing 
that old Supertramp song going round and around in my head? n 
"Dreamer, you know you are a dreamer ... " a.1 

Based at lIIawarra Regional Airport, we are the 
closest full time trike school to Sydney. 

We stock: 
• New and second hand Airborne and Pegasus trikes. 
• The full range of Comunica intercom systems including 

the super-lightweight Kevlar " Beta" helmet. 
• High-gain all stainless king post aerials. 
• The ultimate lightweight fully galvanised trailers. 
• Plus just about everything a trike pilot needs. 

PAUL HAINES (Chief Flying Instructor) 

(02,4294 1031 (office) 018 603 009 (airfield) 
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High Performance Glider Experience 
I cannot let an article printed in the June/July 
Skysailortitled "Jumping the Gap" go 
unchallenged. The article is good, except 
for the author's suggestion that a pilot can 
progress to a high performance hang glider 
with 25-30 hours on an intermediate glider. 
Accidents statistics support my recommen
dation of a minimum of 80 hours experience 
before making the transition. I also recommend 
that the pilot seeks assistance from an 
instructor to gain an insight into the techniques 
required to safely upgrade. 

Passenger Cost Sharing 
As our aircraft may only be used for private 
operations or pilot training, we are currently 
unable to conduct commercial "joy flights" . 
To help cover operating costs, some microlight 
pilots ask their friends to contribute to the cost 
of running the aircraft when taking them for 
a flight. HGFA disciplinary action was recently 
taken against one member who was advertising 
"cost sharing" and conducting passenger 
carrying flights with all-comers. His defence 
that he was unaware ofthe requirements was 
accepted by the HGFA Disciplinary Tribunal. 
The pilot was instructed to cease such 
advertising, to stop taking money for these 
flights and to ensure that all future operations 
are conducted in accordance with HGFA rules 
and aviation regulations. 
Civil Aviation Regulation (7A) defines a 
private operation. 'J1n aircraft that carries 
a person on a flight, otherwise than in accor
dance with a fixed schedule between termi
nals, is employed in a private operation it 
(a) public notice of the flight has not been 

given by any form of public advertisement 
or announcement; and 

(b) the number of persons on the flight, 
including the operating crew, does 
not exceed 6; and 

(c) no payment is made for the services 
of the operating crew; and 

(d) the persons on the flight, including 
the operating crew, share equally in 
the costs of the flight; and 

(e) no payment is required for a person 
on the flight other than a payment 
under paragraph (d)." 
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OPERATIONS 
Put simply, you can share the cost of the flight 
equally with your passenger; but you cannot 
advertise cost sharing flights. 

Medical Examinations 
A South Australian member has highlighted 
a problem in our system which we are taking 
steps to remedy. The Ops Manual and the 
HGFA renewal form talk of a requirement for 
"Medical Certificates" to hold a Passenger 
Carrying Endorsement (PAX). These certificates 
are issued by CAS A on recommendation from 
a DAME (CASA approved Medical Examiner). 
This process can be confusing for CASA 
personnel processing the application for 
Medical Certificate as we do not hold Pilot 
Licences - gaining a Certificate from CASA 
can be a protracted process. 
There is no need to make application to CAS A 
for a Certificate, all that the HGFA requires is 
to have our Application or Renewal Form for 
PAX signed and stamped by the DAME - the 
form is then forwarded to the HGFA office to 
allow the PAX to be issued or renewed. 
Please take note of the date of your medical 
examination - the onus is on the PAX holder 
to undergo a medical when it is due. The time 
period for a HGFA medical is four years for 
pilots under forty years of age and two years 
for those older than forty. 

National Instructor Conference 
Thanks to the enthusiasm of all those 
attending, the recent National Instructor 
Conference (NIC) was very successful. The 
various sessions gave attendees an insight 
into their responsibilities as instructors; recent 
developments in the HGFA system; and the 
sport aviation community in general. A big vote 
of thanks goes to Brett Freebody whose session 
on business skills was very well accepted. 
Our association's future is in the hands of 
our instructors, clubs and all HGFA members. 
Through having our instructors provide a more 
professional service to new pilots we can look 
forward to a safer sport and a more secure 
future as an association. Given the numbers 
that leave our sports, we continue to rely on 
clubs to assist new members to gain experience 
safely and increase the likelihood of these 
pilots staying in our sports. 
The NIC provided hang gliding instructors an 
opportunity to fly the new "floater" type gliders. 
With an imported model and the new Airborne 
"Fun" available, instructors were able to 
compare the two models. Feedback was very 
positive, the instructors agree that requiring 
new pilots to fly this type of glider for their first 
thirty hours or so, will not only increase safety 
for new pilots, but will also provide added 
"fun". Fun is what it's all about after all! 

MANAGER'S 
HGFA's Future Direction 
Henk Meertens (President of both the Gliding 
Federation and Australian Sport Aviation 
Confederation) and Roger Woods (GFA 
Executive Director) came up to the NIC for 
a look. They took the opportunity to fly with 
a couple of our instructors and were most 
impressed with the experience. Henk is looking 
forward to getting into paragliding - certainly 
a quantum change from his high performance 
sailplane. Whilst in Laurieton, Henk and Roger 
took the opportunity to discuss proposals for 
the GFA and HGFA to amalgamate in the future. 
The similarities between our sports are obvious, 
we are just using different aircraft. The 
discussions were very positive, I personally 
look forward to our increased co-operation. 
Throughout our involvement with the CASA 
regulatory review I have lent heavily on the 
expertise of the GFA Operations Manager, Mike 
Valentine. Mike has been in the Ops job for 
many years and has been very willing to assist 
me as a relatively "new kid on the block". 
Henk addressed the instructors at the 
conference and explained the vision for the 
future of our two associations and the likelihood 
of amalgamation - hopefully sooner rather 
than later. The concept was very warmly 
received by all. 

Duty of Care - Towing 
Much discussion at the NIC was on the "duty 
of care" our instructors must provide. Similarly, 
there are areas where you as HGFA members 
have a "duty of care". One area that instructors 
were concerned about was the prevalence of 
pilots turning up at tow camps and towing fly
ins and expecting to do some towing without 
having undergone any training whatsoever. 
This often leads to accidents and incidents -
and usually a great deal of frustration - both 
from the pilot involved, when unsuccessful 
attempts at towing usually lead to numerous 
re-flights; and from other members of the tow 
crew who have to waste time helping the new 
pilot, often missing out on flying themselves. 
Most of the major schools offer Tow Endorse
ment training - contact your local instructor. 
Such training is usually very reasonably priced 
and is a small outlay compared to the pain and 
cost which inevitably follows a towing accident. 
Do yourself and your mates a favour by getting a 
Tow Endorsement before you go to a tow event. 

Student Theory Workbooks 
One of the developments introduced at the NIC 
was a new theory workbook for student pilots. 
This system requires students to write in 
answers to all questions in the book; instructors 
will then go through their answers and ensure 
that the student fully understands each topic. 
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The book contains all the exam questions and 
some additional questions aimed at giving 
students a rounded understanding of the 
theory aspects of our sports. The workbooks 
are now available to all instructors. 

Apprentice Workbook 
Another system introduced at Laurieton was 
an Apprentice Workbook. This lays out the 
practical aspects of the apprenticeship more 
clearly than in the past and includes a theory 
section for apprentices to complete. All 
apprentices will henceforth be required to 
complete one of these workbooks. 

Accidents 
No1 
Pilot: 

Aircraft: 

Pilot Injury: 

Advanced Paraglider 
Pilot with Motorised 
Paragliding Endorsement 
Intermediate paraglider with 
back-pack power unit 
Third degree burns to back 
of neck 

Aircraft Damage:Burnt harness, fuel tank, fuel 
line and ignition system 

Weather: Light wind, nil turbulence 
Location: Inland landing field 

Description: 
Pilot launched, unaware that he had left an oil 
rag on the power unit between the muffler and 
the fuel tank. Approximately 30 seconds after 
launch the rag ignited. Unaware of this, the 
pilot continued climbing until the fire burnt 
through the fuel line and the engine stopped at 
500ft agl. Thinking he had cooked the motor, 
the pilot headed back toward the field. Soon 
after, flames appeared over the pilot's shoulder, 
the fuel in the tank was hot enough to vaporise 
through the burnt fuel line and combust with 
the rag, the flames growing as he headed back 
to land. By the time he landed the flames were 
just bearable and the unit was well alight - the 
pilot needed assistance to douse the fire and 
free himself from the paramotor. 

Comments: 
Several recommendations come from this one: 
do not leave rags on mufflers; install a fire 
extinguisher on the paramotor; fit an asbestos 
blanket between the pilot and the power unit; 
and fit a quick-release to allow quick 
separation from the power unit and the pilot. 

No2 
Pilot: Intermediate Pilot 
Experience: 120 hours 
Aircraft: Intermediate hang glider 
Pilot Injury: Broken upper arm (humerus) 
Aircraft Damage:Nil 
Weather: 15kt wind, light turbulence 
Location: Coastal soaring site 

Description: 
After a three hour flight the pilot approached 
to top-land, a little too far back than intended. 
At approx. 10ft agl turbulence was encountered 
and the glider dropped suddenly, despite an 
attempted flare the glider impacted heavily on 
the base bar and nosed in. The pilot was 
thrown through the control frame which 
resulted in a twist fracture to the arm. 

Comments: 
The Victorian Association have been asked to 
consider the wisdom of continuing to top land 
at this site. It appears to me that this practice 
should be discontinued. Unfortunately if there 
was allowance for say advanced pilots only to 
top land, there is nothing to stop lesser skilled 
pilots doing the same on seeing another pilot 
land. I suggest it is far safer to simply stop top 
landing altogether. 

No3 
Pilot: Intermediate Pilot 
Experience: 95 hours 
Aircraft: Intermediate paraglider 
Pilot Injury: Broken leg (tibia) 
Aircraft Damage:Nil 
Weather: Nil wind, mild turbulence 
Location: Inland landing paddock 

Description: 
After a "sled die" where he encountered no lift 
whatsoever, the pilot approached to land. After 
five 360s the pilot was happy that there was nil 
wind and decided to land up-slope. At the end 
of his downwind leg of the approach the glider 
pitched up, possible due to a small bubble or 
turbulence from trees, and resulted in the turn 
onto final being delayed, leaving a very short 
final approach. With wings level the pilot flared 
and landed heavily on his left leg, twisting it 
quite badly. Relieved that he had bought an 
expensive pair of paragliding boots, he limped 
around and packed up. Though no swelling or 
bruising appeared, the pilot decided to have 
the leg checked out and found that he had 
suffered a hair-line fracture to the tibia. 

Comments: 
The pilot said that the fact that he rarely did 
aircraft-type approaches probably contributed 
to the poor landing set-up. The height loss 
through the turns, and due to the pitch-up, was 
more than he had anticipated. Keep those 
finals longer rather than shorter! 

Fly safely, 
Craig Worth 

HANG GLIDING 
PARAGLIDING 
SKY FLOATING 

EQUIPMENT RENTALS 

APCO AUSTRALIA 
MOYES 

AIRBORNE 

Sydney Sky Sailors 
Tony Armstrong 

clo Stanwell Park Post Office 
2508 

ph: 02 4294 9999 
fax: 02 4294 2999 



Hang Gliding Federaf 
Cap $12 
Polo Shirt with embroidered HGFA logo 
in white, green & navy (sizes 16to 24) $30 
Rugby Top with embroidered HGFA logo 
in navy & green (sizes 16 to 24) $50 
Embroidered badge $6 
Metal Lapel Badge $4.95 
Car stickers $1.50 
Topographic maps for all areas at 
discount prices. 
Please add $3pp for a/l orders. Discounts 
available for bulk purchases. Cheque, money 
order, bankcard. visa and mastercard accepted. 
phone orders welcome. Actual prices may 
vary from those shown. Terms: payment with 
order Delivery 14 days when ex stock. 

, Charged at $80 per half day of inspection plus 
travel expenses (max $250 per inspection/approval). 

, Includes a/l updated material from Level 7. 

Please complete in BLOCK letters 

State & Regional Development Levies 

West Australia $25 
South Australia $30 
Victoria & Tasmania $20 
ACT $35 
Sth NSW & Nth NSW $25 
Sth OLD & Nth OLD $20 
Additional Family Member (12 months) $55 
Short Term Membership (4 months) $50 
Visiting Pilot Membership (4 months) $45 
Trainee Membership (TM) 10 Days 
available through instructors only $15 
(6 issues)"Skysailor" Subscription only $55 
Overseas (sent SAL) $70 
Overseas (sent Airmail) $90 

Instructor Certificates annual 
renewal fee 
Instructor with Passenger Carrying 
Endorsement annual renewal fee 
Training Facility - Inspection 
and/or Approval fee' 
Microlight Instructor Examination 
& check-flights (payable to 
Microlight Examiner) 
Microlight Aircraft Registration 
(Initial issue) 
Microlight Aircraft Registration 
(Renewal) 
Levell Club Coach (Valid for 4 years 

Membership Application 
Surname ________________________ Given Names 

Address 

$10 
$20 

$175 

$175 

$300 

$80 

$50 

$100 

$50 

Issue & renewal- includes FAI 
Sporting Licence, manuals, etc) $30 
Level 2 Competitions Coach (inc I. ACC training 
course, registration & manuals, etcY $30 
FAI Sporting Licence (incl. HGFA 
Competition Manual, Section 7 
FAI Sporting Code, Records Claim 
Pack (initial issue) $20 
FAllnternational Pilot Proficiency 
Identification Card (lPPI) Non-competition 
flying overseas $10 
Competitions Manual $10 
Tow Guidelines $nil 
Replacement Operations Manual $10 
Replacement Operations Manual Binder $15 
Log Book $5 
There is no charge for PHG Temporary 
Satellite Facility approvals. 

_________________________________________________ State _________________________________ Postcode ____ _ 

Birth Date __________________ Home Phone __________________________ Work Phone 

Club ______________________ Occupation ______________ Sex M / F 

Please read and sign Membership Declaration below 

Please provide the foUowing information and tick appropriate boxes: 

HGFA Number (if known): Instructor 

Membership IJpe: New Member D Renewal 0 Re-joining Member D Family Member 0 
Visiting Pilot Member D Short Term Member D Subscription Only D 

Discipline: Hang Gliding D Paragliding D Microlighting D Parascending D 

Membership Declaration (must be signed to gain membership) 
I, the undersigned, wish to apply for renewal of my HGFA membership and HGFA Pilot CertiEcate/s and Endorsements. 

Please note: The constitution provides for a limitation of liability no persons such as officers, instructors, safety or duty officers and competition organisers and their 

helpers to an amount which can actually be recovered under the HGFA insurance policy. If for any reason no amount is recoverable, the liability is nil, 

I understand that membership entitles me to Pilot Certificates and Endorsements to operate the specified aircraft in accordance with Civil Aviation Regulations and the 

HGFA Operations Manual and Third Party Liability Insurance within Australia ($1 ,000 excess). 

I am aware that the HGFA is assisted by the Australian Sports Commission, and as a result understand that the HGFA Doping Policy condemns the use of performance 

enhancing substances as both dangerous ro health and contrary to the ethics and ideals of sport. 

I hereby agree ro abide by the constitution, rules and regulations of the HGFA. 

Member's Signature _________________________________________________________________ Date 

Payment Details 

HGFA Membership fees ($110 Full or $55 Family, $30 Joining fee) (For family members, please provide name offolL member with whom you reside.) $ ________ __ 

Regional Development Levy (Determined by your State/Region of residence - see above) 

Weightshift Microlight Levy ($20) (For HC & PC motorised endorsement also) 

Total Amount due (and enclosed) 

I wish to pay by: Cheque 0 Postal Order D Credit Card D Card Number ______ / ______ / ______ / ______ Expiry Date 

(Visa, MasterCard, Bankcard only) 

$ -------

$_--

$_---

--_/----

Cardholder's name ___________________ Cardholder's Signature _________________ Dated. ___________ _ 

Hang Gl iding Federation of Austral ia, PO Box 558, Tumut NSW 2720 Phone: 069-472888, Fax: 069-474328 
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ACT/NSW 

~/ 

~~~~~li~~~g 
Tarago Flight Park 

'fl, hours from Sydney 
• Introductory Courses 
• Full License Courses 
• Refresher Courses 
• Ground Towing Courses 
• Aerotowing Courses 
• Cross Country Courses 
• Cross Country Tours 

The last weekend of each month is an open 
towing weekend. All pilots are welcome 
and tow endorsements can be obtained. 

Agents for Moyes and Airborne 
Demo gliders available 

Call Tove on 02 4849 4516 or 015 269376. 

New South Wales 

Air Support 
Hang Gliding & Paragliding 

As well as training, we also offer many 
ranges of gear, including custom made 
AIR SUPPORT harnesses. Enquire for 
brochures and price lists for new or 2nd 
hand gear. Call Forrest on 02 94502674, 
0412 £l3<El. (Sam.apm). 

New South Wales (continued) 

Sydney Hang 
Gliding Centre 
Stanwell Park 
Hang Gliding Courses, 
Refresher Courses, 
Instructional Tandem Flights 
and Gift Vouchers. 
Equipment and Accessories. 

Available 7 days. To arrange your lesson 
or to test fly a Moyes Glider. 

Call Chris Boyce (02) 4294 9994. 

Ma"ill~ 
j:)araglidlnQ 

• Manilla has more flyable days per year than 
anywhere else in Australia! (300+ in fact!) 

• Mt Borah is one of the worlds most consis
tent all year round sites with 4 large launch
es catering for nearly every wind direction. 

• Paragliding license courses - a week of 
quality tuition using the latest techniques & 
equipment for only ~ (inc. accommodation). 

• Thermalling and Cross Country courses 
all year 

• HG to PG conversion courses - its e a si e r 
than you think! 

• Importer of ADVANCE paragliders, FLYTEC 
instruments, HANWAG footwear and 
most accessories - we sell only the best 
quality European made equipment. 

• Mini Parag/ider Kites also available 
great fun for everyone. 
So come flying with Manilla Paragliding, 

where the person who shows you the 
mountain, owns the mountain! 

Phone Godfrey Wenness on: 0267856545 
or fax : 02 6785 6546 

"The Mountain", Manilla, NSW, 2346. 

Victoria 

IJ JTJ\TA..MIC ELICII'I' 
HANG GLIDING SCHOOL & FLIGHT PARK 

"><\ 
1'1, hours from Melbourne 

We offer a full range of services including: 
• Restricted Licence Courses 
• Introductory courses 
• Tandem instructional Flights 
• Towing Endorsements 
• Introduction to XC Flying & tours 
• Equipment Hire 

We sell new and used gliders, 
spare parts and accessories for: 

• Moyes • Airborne 
• Aussie Born • Brauniger 
·Icom • Flytec 

Thinking of updating? 
Trade in your old glider with us. 

Rohan Holtkamp 
P/F 03 5349 2845 - M 014 678734 

Wingsports 
Flight Academy 

• Paragliding Courses 
• Hang gliding courses 
• Paramotor courses 
• Inland and Coastal 
• Tandem Flights 
• Towing Courses 
• Cross Country Courses 
• Equipment Sales 

Located in stunning holiday destination, 
on the Great Ocean Road, 2 hours from 

Melbourne's Westgate Bridge. 
Learn to fly a paramotor over winter! 

Wingsports,1 Evans Court, 
Apollo Bay, VIC 3233. 

Hans van Santen 03 5237 6485 
Fiona Waddington 0419378616. 

Victoria (continued 

THE RIGHT ALTITUDE 
"Microlights" 
Standing on a hill all day, 
waiting on the weather? 

Get a Trike. We have the largest range of 
trikes in Australia and New and used air
craft in stock. We sell everything for trikes. 
Call Tony Dennis CFI Pilot Examiner (0418) 
574068. Fax (03) 57626227. Benalla, Victoria. 

Email: rightalt@benalla.net.au 

South Australia 

ADELAIDE AIRSPORTS 
Sales, Service and Instruction 
• Hang Gliding 
• Tandem Hang Gliding 
• Sky Floating 
• Microlights 

Agents for Moyes, Airborne and Wills Wing. 
Larry Jones - Judy Manning 

Ph: (08) 85563030, Fax: (08) 85574113, 
Mobile: 018 815094. 

To advertise in the upcoming 
DECEMBER/JANUARY ISSUE 
in the SCHOOLS CLASSIFIEDS, 
please send your classifieds 

text, pictures and logos before 
1 NOVEMBER 1997 to: 

SKYSAllOR 
PO Box 197 

Helensburgh 
NSW2508 

------------------------------------------------------------------- ----- --------------------------------------~---

SKYSAILOR CLASSIFIEDS ORDER FORM 
Private classifieds are free to financial members, providing the membership number is 
quoted. Ads appear for 1 issue only. For non-members and commercial advertisers the 
following rates apply: 
Per standard typeset line (approx. 6 words) 
Per small B/W picture or logo scanned 
Special typesetting 
First few words appear automatically in bold. 
These rates take effect from 1 December 1996. 

$2 (minimum charge $8) 
$10 
$1 per line 

Deadline is the 1st of the month, four weeks prior to the issue in which you want your 
ad to appear. Payment is in advance. 

Classifieds section: 

Hang Gliders 0 
Paragliders 0 
Microlights 0 

NSW ......... 0 
QLD ................... O 
VIC .................... 0 
ACT ....... ........ ..... O 

Invoicing address (free for current members): 

SA .. .. .. .. ............. O Wanted ............ 0 
WA .......... 0 Stolen ................ O 
TAS ................. .. 0 Lost & Found .. 0 
NT ..................... O Other ................ 0 

Name: ______________________________________________ __ 

Membership Number (for private ads only): 

Business name (commercial ads only): 
Address: _________________________________ _ 

City __________ StatelPostcode _________ _ __________ _ 

Phone ___________________________________ __ 

To appear in the following issues (for commercial ads only): 

December 0 
February 0 

April 
June 

o 
o 

August 
October 

o 
o 

Instructions for enclosed pictures, logos or special typesetting: 

Classified ad text: 

Skysailor Classifieds MAil: PO Box 197, Helensburgh, NSW 2508 OR FAX: 042 943732 OR EMAil: skysail@ozemail.com.au 
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DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE: 
1 November 1997 

@
~":"~. . Private classifieds are free 

I • ~ ~ to members if the membership 
' .""", ' number is quoted. Commercial 

rates of $1 per line apply to non-members 
and commercial advertisers. For more 
details, refer to Classifieds order form. 

~ HANG GLIDERS 
~AND EQUIPMENT 

New South Wales 

Aero Race 150 int, suit lighter pilot, hardly 
used at 8 hrs FIT. Fluoro pink LE, grey US, 
white TE, great condition, flies like a bird 
(galah actually), $1 ,400. Ph: Matt or Wynn 
042943004 or 0414 943004 (mob). 

Aero 170 nov/int, grey LE, pink US, white 
TE, recently replaced side/front wires, 
flies well, $1,400. Ph: 049 907578. 

Blade 141 adv, 130 hrs, VGC, magenta/ 
yellow US (82% dbl surfacel. Power Rib, 
Mylar LE, airfoil DTs, speed bar with 
wheels, total hook-in weight 65-105kg, easy 
ground handling & in thermals, $2,300 ana. 
Also: Sky Systems Delta Sport harness, 
suit 170·178cm pilot (no chutel. internal 
alloy frame for greater flying comfort, 
cyan/magenta, pink trim, GC, $250 ana. 
Ph: Paul Keogh 02 66281506 (wl. 
0266876526 (h) or fax 02 66285046. 

Blitz 146 int/adv, yellow/grey, GC, $995 or 
swap for something lighter, Sting or Floater 
etc. Ph: 02 65666985. 

Blitz 155 int/adv, only 60 hrs, great colours, 
EC, perfect step up glider for performance 
but with easy control, $1,500. Ph: Carl or 
Mike 02 98097933. 

Bright Star Odyssey 141 adv, rigid wing 
hang glider, USHGA certified, white carbon 
fibre, Kevlar LE, clear sail. blow them away 
LD 17:1, sink rate 130 ft/min, $2,800. For 
more info ph: Ross Duncan 049 431900. 

Desire 151 int/adv, built Nov 94, hook-in 
weight 70-110kg, white/pale green/mauve 
US, new bag & LE Mylar inserts, Moyes 
base bar wheels, spare DT & owners 
manual incl., EC, $1,500. Also: Combat 152C 
int/adv, built Mar 94, only 40 hrs, EC, $1 ,600. 
Skyline Racer harness, front entry, suit pilot 
5'9 to 6', with pulled apex parachute, all in 
1st class cond., $600 both or $400 parachute, 
$250 harness. learn GX4O, 40ch UHF hand 
held radio, incl2 batteries & cha rger, as new, 
never used, $400. Ph: David 02 96236961. 

Desire 141 int/adv, 65 hrs, white TS, 
black/fl. yellow US, immac. cond., $1,500. 
Also: lite Dream 220 tandem glider, 40 hrs 
on new sail & all rigging, sail white 50z 
cloth, black/magenta LE, comes with med. 
Moyes pod harness, $2,500. Ph: Kurt 
Savage 0419 265534. 

Moyes SX4 adv, Power Rib, $4,300. 
Ph: Grant Heaney 0419 273997. 

Moyes XR 150 int, new bag & wheels, 
English Stealth pod harness, Junkers 
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reserve chute (1 yr old), Flytec vario/alt 
(1 yr old), lot for $2,000, no offers. Ph: 
02 99741629. 

Moyes Xl 145 nov/int, fluoro colours, 
EC, one owner, good beginner's glider. 
Ph: Mark 02 42942631 . 

Moyes Xl 165 nov/int, fl. pink LE, pink/grey/ 
white US, speed bar, low hrs, GC, batten 
profile, owners manual, $2,500 ana. Ph: 
64587283. 

Moyes Xl 165 nov/int, low airtime (15 hrsl. 
like new, fl. green/blue/white, speed bar, 
scrim, $2,500. Also: Tracer harness blue/ 
green, $420. High Energy sports parachute 
$450. Flytec 3030P, software & turbine $620. 
Uvex Helmet $150. Ph: Michael 02 98203894. 

Olympus Trip' 35mm camera, small, operate 
with one hand, works well, only $65. Ph: 
Martyn 02 92651676 (w) 0294988849 (h). 

Sting 118 nov/int, mylar LE, Aerosafe 
(rubber backed) DTs with spare, speed bar, 
tight clean sail, white with lilac LE, hook-in 
weight 45-75kg, $1,800 ana. Ph: Dolores 
047362605. 

Sting 118 nov/int, 20 hrs airtime, rainbow 
colours, $1,650 ana. Also: Moyes pod 
ha rness, suit 5'7-6', $130. Ph: 02 95411579 (h), 
0297104000 (w). 

Sting 140 nov/int, light, with Swiss tubing, 
as new, less than 10 hrs, $3,000 ana. Also: 
Air Support harness as new, suit 5'8-6' 
$400, matching Apco helmet (M) $160, 
Bra uniger varia $320, Hi-Tec base bar 
wheels $60, bar mitts $30. Ph: 02 42852685. 

2 x Sting 154 nov/int, both like new, priced 
from $2,700. Also: 2 x Aero 170 nov, used, 
priced to sell, ready to fly for new starter in 
the sport, ideal nov gliders, $1,200-1 ,400. 
Ph: Lee Scott 065565265. 

Sting XC 154 nov/int, 50 hrs, grey LE, white 
TS, lilac US, white TE, speed bar & wheels, 
flies straight with no flutters, VGC, test fly 
today. Ph: Jason 049 408665 or 015 636384. 

Sting XC 154 nov/int, 40 hrs, EC, $2,400; 
Air Support harness, suit pilot approx. 5'10, 
as new, $500. Ph: 02 67851028. 

Synairgie Club training glider nov, 
harness, parachute, varia, helmet, 
speedmeter. $1,000. Ph: 066 853579. 

Tandem Moyes X2 210 dbl surface, VG, 
white LE & TS, dark purple & light purple 
US, white TE, EC, never touched sand, 
only flown on Sundays, $3,000. Ph: Jason 
049408665 or 015 636384 (Newcastle). 

X2 tandem glider, fully equipped for 
tandem aerotowing, with castor wheels 
& extended keel mount & wheels, $3,400. 
Ph: Lee Scott 065565265. 

Xtralite 137 adv, only 40 hrs, VGC, spare DT, 
Danny Scott Twister harness suits pilot 
approx. 178cm (5'10) ,with High Energy 
parachute & Sjostrom varia, all for just 
$3,995 ana. Ph: 02 93805329 or 018 232343. 

Xtralite 137 adv, grey US, fl. yellow 'X', 
white TS, clear LE with Australia logos, 
VGC, bargain at $2,300. Ph: 0299741629 
or 019 652454. 

Xtralite 147 adv, flown once, EC, $2,500. 
Also: Aero 170 nov/int, $800. Ph: 015 456539 
or 043 694508. 

Oueensland 

Airborne Blitz 146 int/adv, 5 years, $650. 
Ph: Chris 07 32192034 or 0411 793692. 

Combat 139 int/adv, 40 hrs from new, grey 
LE, pink/yellow US, VGC, stored for 4 yrs, 
Xact harness, PA chute, Dz varia, flying suit. 
Ph: Damian 07 55275772 (w), 07 55926167 (h). 

Desire 151 int/adv, low hrs, EC, white TS, 
grey/green US, $1 ,600 ana. Ph: John 
0732016512 or 07 32744500. 

Sting 154 XC int, with VG cord, low hrs, 
$2,700. Moyes harness 170-180cm, $300. 
Ph: 070 965593. 

Moyes 170 Meteor int, GC, $450. Cocoon 
harness $40, helmet (Bell) $30, Humming 
Bird varia $50, reserve chute $200, summer 
helmet & harness $50. Ph: 07 54827319. 

Moyes Xl 165 nov/int, 10 hrs, new cond., 
pink/grey, spare Dr. give-away at $2,500. 
Ph: Eddie 015168849(ah) or 070 320935. 

XS 155 int/adv, in top order, white Dacron 
MS, blue/yellow US, no flutters, 2 bags & 
batten profiles, good to fly, a bargain at 
$500. Ph: 07 55298763 (Gold Coast). 

Xtralite 147 adv, made 1997, crisp Power 
Rib MS, reference available, 40 hrs, offers. 
Also: Large flying suit for 6'+ pilot, $100. 
Ph: 079 793414. 

Xtralite 164 adv, Ph: 079 750232. 

Victoria 

Aircotec Top Navigator, the most 
advanced instrument on the market, brand 
new. Ph: Charly 03 97702400 or 0418103084. 

Airborne Blade 132 adv, 40 hrs airtime, 
caring pilo~ beautiful glider, white LE, banana 
yellow US, suit pilot 55-75 kg, EC, $2,200. Also: 
Full face helmet, black carbon fibre, M-L, 
new, fly & glide, $220. Ph: Carol 0417 311260. 

Moyes Mars 170 nov, blue/white with 
Mylar LE, GC but not flown for 3 yrs & 
needs check & 1 DT. Also: Pod harness, 
helmet, batten profile, some spares, etc. 
Make an offer. Ph: 03 98532672. 

Moyes Mission 170 nov/int, dk blue LE, 
pink top front half, white MS underneath, 
wheels, EC, $1 ,400 ana. Ph: 03 98747359. 

Moyes XS 155 int/adv, king post hang, grey 
LE, pink TS, pink/purple US, cheap, robust, 
fast glider, $850. Ph: Steve 0398733473. 

Moyes Xl 145 nov/int, in as new cond, very 
low hrs, black/pink US, blue LE, white TS, 
speed bar, batten profile, manual, a bargain 
at $2,000. Ph: 03 95718376. 

XS 155 int/adv, blue LE, mauve/white US, 
new top rigging, EC, fi rst to see wi ll buy! 
$1 ,200. Ph: 03 52554445. 

Gyro 145 nov, blue/white/pink, EC, less than 
12 hrs airtime, make an offer. Ph: Susan 

Martin 02 62415544 (w) or 02 62593223 (h). 

Mars 150 nov, as new, hardly used, must 
sell, any reasonable offer considered. 
Ph: Graham 06 2581940. 

South Australia 

Desire 141 exp int, in VGC, batten profile, 
spare DT, $1000. Can ship to anywhere. 
Ph: Birgit 08 82728686 (h), 08 82224980 (w). 

Xl Pro 165 int, immac. cond., only 30 hrs, 
two shade blue with fl. yellow LE, excellent 
nov. kite, was $3,800, now $2,500. Also: 
Foil Racer 152 int/adv, white/violet, EC, a 
real floater in light conditions, speck out in 
this very stable easy to fly kite, $1,000. 
Blitz 146 int/adv, fl. yellow, fast, responsive, 
skies out, penetration is fantastic, short on 
a buck, but want a high performance kite? 
It's yours for $800, Pod harness, GC, 
black/grey suit 5'6 give or take 7", $190. 
Pod harness blue, suit 5'10 give or take, 
$150. Parachutes, two of them $350 each. 
Ph: Steve 015 389545 or 08 82728603. 

Western Australia 

Sting XC 154 nov/int, 40 hrs, VGC, lilac LE, 
white TS, black US, speed bar, bar mitts, 
Hall wheels, batten profile, etc. Get set for 
summer with a great first glider, $2,500. 
Ph: 08 93623515. 

Sting 166 nov/int, VGC, flies sweetly, low 
airtime, spares & accessories, $1,800 ana. 
Ph: Gerry 3819302. 

~
PARAGLIDERS 

:1!1.iiii Please note: All paragliders 
U offered for sale must state their 

certification standard, otherwise they 
will be labelled with 'No Certification 
Information Supplied (NCIS)'. 

New South Wales 

Advance Sigma 25m' NCIS, blue & pink, 
low hrs, suit 70-90kg nov/int pilot. Ph: Rosie 
014942440. 

Airwave Samba 26 12A, pilot weight 65-
80kg, int-perf. Clean, green flying machine, 
only 50hrs use & still smells new, check it 
out, $2,900. Ph: Jason 049 408665 or 015 
636384 (Newcastle). 

Alto 30 NCIS, rated int-adv, excellent glider, 
very safe, great handling, easy inflation, 
superb sink rate. Flown only in Nationals at 
Manilla & some coastal, suit 85-115kg pilot 
weight, normal retail $5,200, want only 
$3,200. Ph: Lee Scott 065 565265. 

93 Edel Space 27 NCIS, hardly used with 
Edel harness (new), Firebird RS2 reserve, 
Aircotec Picollo Varia, together $3,000. 
Ph: 0411 872771 . 

Firebird Navajo 27 lOA, 1 B,l C, int/adv, 
EC, 50 hrs airtime, still crisp, ideal first XC 
canopy, $900. Ph: Richard 019 656296. 

lTV Sports/Comp harness, ABS system, 
heaps of storage room, demo model, as 
new, only $450. Ph: Elgar 06 2551851 . 



Nova Xyon 28 DHV2-3, blue TS, white US, 
only 6 mths old excellent glider for the adv. 
pilot, sell for $3)50. Ph: 0412 807516. 

Orion 27 NCIS, suit beginner novice, in 
good condition, around 60 hrs only, $1,600. 
Ph: Lee Scott 065565265. 

Reserve chutes & harnesses, new & 2nd hand, 
call for a price. Ph: Lee Scott 065 565265. 

Swing Axis II 2611A, 1 C, EC, pink/ purple 
top, white bottom, clean & crisp, speed 
syst., trimmers, no porosity or tears. VG int. 
canopy, $1,000 ono. Ph: Suzy 042 943732. 

Oueensland 

Large lightweight flying suit for 6' + pilot, 
$100. Ph: 079 793414. 

Paramotor Adventure F3, suit average pilot 
weight, approx. 20 hrs use, dry weight 
under 20kg, 81tr fuel tank, cost $6,500new, 
VGC, bargain at $4,850. Can also be viewed 
in Melbourne. Ph: Bill 079 461020 or 
0418746194. 

Pro Design Pro-Feel 35 D HV2, suit pilots 
70-90kg body weight, great perf., exc. 
stability & one of the nicest turning 
canopies you'll ever fly, only 40 hrs airtime, 
in perf. con d., a gift at $3,000. Ph: Mark 
0738641477 (w), 07 32786274 (h), 
email m.plenderleith@qut.edu.au 

Victoria 

A5 Sport 22m' NCIS, 10 hrs airtime, EC, suit 
nov/int, suit 60-80kg $3,200. Ph: Carol 0417 
311360. Also: Paratech P22 27m' NCIS, 20 
hrs airtime, VGC, suit int pilot 75-95kg, 
$1,000. Ph: Carol 0417 311360. 

Paratech P50/27m' 12A/DHV2, pilot weight 
70-85kg, easy to launch & fly intermediate 
canopy, EC, less than 20hrs, $1,800. Ph: lilo 
0359622272 (Healesville). 

Pro Design Contest 26m' NCIS, great 
performing wing, suit exp int or adv pilot, 
only 40 hrs, weight range 75-95kg all up, 
EC, $2,000. Plus: Uvex full face helmet, 
size large, with built in Icom HS-51 
headset, $200. Ph: Bruce 03 94312212 (h) 
or 03 94903111 (w). 

Edel Quantum M ACPUL standard , su it pilot 
weight 60-75kg, with Edel Pro-Light 
harness, only 1 hr and not crashed, $3,300. 
Ph: Robert 03 98858676(ah). 

_TRIKES 

~1 Please note: All powered hang 
... gliders (trikes) offered for sale 
must state their registration number, 
othervvise they cannot be accepted 
for publication. 

New South Wales 

Airborne trike Tl-2085, Rotax 447 air 
cooled, 150 hrs, log & service sheets 
available, overhauled, agent found in EC, 
set up & always hangared. Great buy, 
originally advertised $4,850, reduced twice 
for quick sale $2,900, owners moving. Also: 
Pegasus Quantum G2 Sport microlight T2-
2736,503 air cooled, electr. start, full instr., 

VSI, ASI , Alt., dual EGT, tacho, compass, hr 
meter, Icom radio & headsets, immac. 
cond., always hangared, price dropped to 
sell, $17,300, owners moving. Ph: Wagga 
Wagga 0269217397 or 018 693640. 

Edge Executive 582 T2-274O, Electr. start, 
4 blade Brolga prop, trike base n 40 hrs, 
new wing in colours of your choice, 
$15,000. Ph: Aden Wickes 063 441600. 

Edge Executive T2-2665, electric start, 
dual EGT, quiet kit, 105 hrs, $16,200. Ph: 
0297745795. 

Edge 582 T2-2542, full instr., electric start, 
EGT, pod cover, engine primer kit, only 40 
hrs since rebuild, VGC, $11,500 ono. Ph: 
03 98016404. 

Edge 582 T2-2658, fully rebuilt engine, no 
hrs, wing has only 55 hrs, c/w trailer, 
aerotow kit, Ivo prop, tacho, hr meter, ASI, 
altimeter, CHT. First to see will buy at only 
$9,000. Will incl. 2 hrs instruction with the 
sale. No offers. Ph: Lee Scott 065 565265 
anytime. 

Guantum Trike T2-2766, n 74 hrs, always 
hangared, full instr., strobe, battery, log 
books, at Holbrook airport, $19,650. $700 
commission to person who sells my trike. 
Ph: Don 02 60369529. 

Oueensland 

Airborne Edge Executive T2-2650, full instr., 
electr. start, helmets, intercom, quiet kit, 
trailer, VHF airband Icom transceiver IC
A20 MKII, pilot handbook, en route 
supplement, slide graphic computer plus 
extras, 70 hrs, EC, $19,000. Ph: Greg 070 
993423. 

Buzzard Arrow 2 Tl-2030, Rotax 532, 281 
hrs, 471 custom tank, IVO prop, side skirts, 
altimeter, ASI, compass, cylinder head 
temp, VGC, $6,900. Also: Bullet recovery 
chute to suit trike or ultralight (28 size), 
never used, $490. Foam Seat with cover to 
fit Airborne Buzzard trike, $30. Side skirt 
(port side) to fit Airborne Buzzard trike, $30. 
Plastic 20 I fuel tank to fit Airborne Buzzard 
trike, $50. Ph: 07 54827319. 

Rear wheel brakes for Airborne trikes, 
only 2 sets left, $175 each posted. Also: 
Rotax radiator to suit Edge trike EC, $375. 
Ph: Russell 07 54450084. 

Radiator for Rotax 582 to replace the single 
Rotax radiator & keep the water temp. 
where it shou ld be on those warmer days, 
$480. Ph: Russell 07 54450084 (h) or Bruce 
0754412669 (w). 

Victoria 

Pegasus Guantum 462 T2-2783, white LE/MS, 
red/grey US, red pod, 290 hrs, hangared, 
$18,000 with full lessons to Pilot Certificate. 
Ph: Steve 03 57501174 or018 570168. 
Edge 582 T2-2542, full instr., electric start, 
EGT, pod cover, engine primer kit, only 40 
hrs since rebuild, $11 ,500 ono, VGC. Ph:03 
98016404. 

Edge Executive 503 T2-2903, electr. start, 
extra instr., only 1 yr old, 249 hrs, with 
intercoms & trailer, $14,900. Ph: Tony 

Dennis 0418 574068, rightalt@benalla .net.au 

Full Lotus Floats, as featured in cover story 
in Skysailor 8/96 & Pacific Ultralights 9/96. 
Rigged for use with Airborne Edge trike, 
the fully inflatable floats come complete 
with registered custom-built full-tilt 
galvanised trailer, specifically designed for 
easy, one-man operation, it carries the 
trike with or without floats fitted & inc I. 
hand winch, wing mount & storage for 4 
jerry cans & spare type. Tows beautifully. 
Selling due to overseas commitments. 
$2)50. Ph: 06 2943312. 

South Australia 

Pegasus XLR 462 High Power T2-2790, 
EC, 97 hrs, trailer, covers, $9,800 ono. 
Ph: 85641056. 

Northern Territory 

Edge 582 T2-2725, EC, full instr., training 
bars, VHF radio, 230 n beautiful trike, 
meticulously maintained, always hangared. 
$14,000. Ph: 0889528518. 

Lost & Stolen 

Moyes Xl 165 Serial No: 2217, white/ 
yellow/green US, white TS, orange LE, 

speed bar with wheels went missing 
29/6/97 from Belconnen area, ACT. Ph: 
Bruce 064 929572(w) or 064 938522 (h) or 
Belconnen Police 06 2561777. 

Moyes Xl 165 purple LE, pink/grey & white, 
stolen from Canungra area. Any info 
regarding its whereabouts please ph. John 
O'Rourke 07 55271491 or Phil Pritchard at 
Airtime Airpark 0755462412 or 018 761193. 

Wanted 

Paraglider for beginner, weight range 
approx 70-90kg, will consider trading on a 
new int glider. Ph: Elgar 06 255 851, 
elg a ritv@canberra.teknet.net.au 

Drivers, retrievers & general assistants 
wanted for Hay & Forbes. Ph: Carol Binder 
0417 311360, alrescom@netc.net.au or PO 
Box 336, Bright VIC 3741. 

XS142 sail in GC. Ph: Steve Chesters 
0738061723 or041215174O (Old). 

Airborne Shark 144, 2nd hand. Ph: Steve 
Carlsson, 089 2773879 (h), 089 3883200 (wo) 

Other 

Cross Country Magazine subscriptions 
hang, para and micro flying videos. 
Contact Carol Binder 0417 311360. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

EXIST FOR INTERESTED 
HANG GLIDER PILOTS TO 
TRAIN TO INSTRUCTOR 

LEVEL IN THE SYDNEY AREA 
FULL TIME I PART TIME 

SYDNEY SKY SAILORS 
TONY ARMSTONG 

(02) 4294 9999 

Flight Gear 
'The Original - the Best' 

Hang Gliding Harnesses now in stock at 

PO Box 42, Redhead NSW 2290 Australia 
Phone: 049449 199, Fax: 049449395. 
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AII correspondence, including 
changes of address, member
ship renewals, short term 

memberships, rating forms and other 
administrative matters should be sent to: 

Hang Gliding Federation of Australia 

Executive Director: Ian Jarman 
PO Box 558, Tumut NSW 2720, 
Ph: 02 69472888, Fax: 02 69474328, 
Email: ned.hgfa@courier.tas.gov.au 

President: Rohan Grant 
Ph: 03 62337638 (w), 03 62311112 (h), 
Fax: 03 62333311 , Email : Rohan.Grant@ 
ccd.tas.gov.au 

Operations Manager: Craig Worth 
Ph/Fax: 02 65592713, Mobile: 018 657419, 
Email: hgfaops@midcoast.com.au 

Vice-President Robert Woodward 
38 Addison Rd, Black Forest SA 5035, 
Ph: 08 2325405 (wI. 08 2977532 (h), 
Fax: 08 2237345. 

Secretary: Shaun Keane 
PO Box 81 , lyons ACT 2606, 
Ph/Fax: 06 2998792 (hI. 0411 722574 (w), 
Email : actpara@netspeed.com.au 

Treasurer: Jenny Ganderton 
61 Patterson St, Forbes NSW 2871 
Ph: 02 68521455 (w), 02 68514148 (h). 

Board Members 
LeeScon 
High Adventure Airpark, Pacific Hvvy, 
Johns River NSW 2443, Ph/Fax: 02 65565265. 

Michael Zupanc 
lot 2 Pimpama Rd, Jacobs Well OLD 4208, 
Ph: 07 55462412 (h), 018 662328, 
Email: zupy@ozemail.com.au 

Rachael Bain 
11 /100 Chewing St, Page ACT 2614, 
Ph: 06 2806033 (wI. 06 2548834 (hI. 
Fax: 06 2807074. 

Rohan Holtkamp 
RMB 236B Western Hvvy, Trawalla VIC 
3373, Ph/Fax: 03 53492845. 

Keith Lush 
5 Fortune St, South Perth WA 6151, Ph: 09 
3679066 (w), 09 3673479 (h), Fax: 09 4741202. 

Microlight Public Relations contact 
Paul Haines 
Ph/fax/tam 02 42941031 . 

Safety & Operations Committee, Pilot 
Development & Training Committee contact 
HGFA Operations Manager. 

For information about site ratings, sites and 
other local matters, contact the appropriate 
state associations region or club. 

States & Regions 

NSWHGA 
Sec: Steve Hocking, 19 Gladswood Gdns, 
Double Bay NSW 2028. Ph/Fax: 02 93274025, 
Email: nswhga@s054.aone.net.au 

Southern Region NSW 
1 B Park Ave, Tahmoor NSW 2573' 
Pres: James Nathaniel 02468101>41. 

Northern NSW Region 
Pres: Dane Snelling 0299384420 (w), 
0299799069 (h); Sec: Ian Duncan 
029189962; Trs: Glenn Salmon 02 9180091. 
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ACTHPA 
PO Box 3496, Manuka ACT 260J 
Pres: Michael Porter 02 62573099 (w), 
0262496434 (h); Sec: Mark Sullivan; 
Trs: Stephen Young 02 62882657 (w), 
0262883330 (h), SSO: Peter Dall; Meetings: 
1 st Tue/month 7:30pm, "Sky lounge" 
Yamba Sports Club, Phillip. 

North Oueensland 
12 Van Eldik Ave, Andergrove OLD 4740; 
Pres: Gerry Gerus 019 617935, Ph/Fax: 
07034145; Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 
079 552913, Fax: 079 555133. 

HGAWA 
PO Box 82, South Perth WA 6151 ; Pres: 
Gary Bennett 09 3804357; Vice-Pres: Julian 
McPherson 09 2279266; Trs: Dave Hegney 
092917489; Sec: Michael Derry 09 3415271 ; 
RAPAC Rep: Stewart McPherson 093675884 
0419919400; PG Rep: Evan Williams ' 
094585454 (h); Trike Rep: Graham McDonald 
09 4186461 (w),09 3649226 (h). 

VicHGPA 
PO Box 400, Prahran VIC 3181; 
Pres: Jeremy Torr 03 97705770 (w); 
Sec: Megan 053 338423 (w). 

TasHGA 
PO Box 163, South Hobart TAS 7004; 
Pres: Dave lytton; Sec/Trs: Hugh Glenn; 
State Co-ord: Mick Calvert. 

SAHGA 
1 Sturt St, Adelaide SA 5000; Ph: 08 84101391 
Fax: 08 8211 7115. Pres: Jonathan Foote ' 
0882813144; Sec: Stu McClure 08 82973452' 
Trs: Gary Stockton 08 83772535. ' 

Clubs 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Byron Bay Hang Gliding Club Inc 
Pres: Brian Rushton 0266290354; Sec: Chris 
Gavaghan 02 66882213; SSO: Brian Rushton 
0266290354,014615950; Meetings: 1st 
Wed/month 7pm, Bangalow Bowling Club. 

Central Coast Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Russell Skillen 018404254; Sec: 
Mark Steele 02 43321277; Trs: Mick Hoipo 
0243282871 ; SSO: Ian Duffy 018 439612; 
Meetings: 2nd Wed/month 7:30pm, 
The Entrance RSl Club. 

Central West Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: len Paton 02 68537220; 
Sec: Jenny Ganderton 0268514148' 
Trs: Mark Madden 0263622927. ' 

Great Lakes Hang Gliding Club Inc 
Pres: Jim Parsons 02 65554077; Sec: Steve 
Tinson 02 65545700 (w), 02 65558091 (h). 

lIIawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc 
Pres: George Barrie 0242855567; Sec: 
Warwick Kelly 02 42261707; SSO: James 
Nathaniel 02 46810641; Meetings: 1st 
Wed/month, Mountain Top Cafe, Mt Keira . 

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club 
Pres: Roger lilford 06 2815404 (h); Sec: Lisa 
Ryrie 06 2359120, 06 2359060; SSO: Heinz 
Gloor 02 64576019 (wI. 02 64567171 (h). 

Blue Mountains HG Club Inc 
Pres: Graeme Garlick 02 96286245; Sec: Alan 
Bond 0298995351,9 Finchley PI, Glenhaven 
NSW 2353; SSO: David Middleton 02 96236961 . 
Meetings: last Tue/month 7:30pm, 
Sportsman Hotel, Kildare Rd, Blacktown. 

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc 
Pres: Brian Shepherd 02 67852182; Sec/Trs: 
Felix Burkhard 0267752395, http://gri.une. 
edu.au/mss; SSO (HG): Patrick lenders 

0267783484; SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 
0267856545. 

Mid North Coast Hang Gliding Association 
Pres: Paul Hazelgrove 018 657366; 
Sec/SSO: lee Scott 02 65565265' 
Ben leonard 0265821966. ' 

Mudgee District Sport Aviation Club Inc 
Sec: Darryl Ashlin 0263742536; 
SSO: Bruce Barcham 02 63742092. 

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Peter Ebeling 02 49585193; 
Sec: Michael Bristow 02 49524856; 
Trs: Billo 02 49438996; PG Rep: Ian 
ladyman 02 49448946; SSO: Ross 
Duncan 0249431900; Meetings: last 
Wed/month, Souths leagues Club. 

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc 
Pres: John Clark 02 99972842 (h); Sec: Mike 
Warner 02 94521217 (h), 02 95573188 (w); 
SSO (PG): Mike Eggleton 02 94517127; SSO 
(HG+PG): Forrest Park 02 94502674; SSO 
(HG): Glenn Salmon 02 99180091. 

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding Club 
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2508; 
Pres: Geoff Robertson; Sec: Gavin Hanlon' 
Trs: Karen Lederer 02 42942273 or 0411 ' 
362273; SSO: Pascal Ferret 02 42943533. 

Sydney Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Dick Heffer 02 93872613; Sec: John 
Trude 02 98873371; Trs: Greg Wilkinson 
0298184704; Meetings: 2nd Mon/month 
Moyes Factory loft. ' 

Sydney Paragliding Club 
Pres: Deirdre Skillen 0297275087 (h); 
Sec: Ashley Bennett 0298718081 (h), 
0418111399 (w); Trs: Ian Cruickshank 
0295288504; SSO: Mark Mitsos 
0242949065, Meetings: 2nd Thu/month 
Cronulla Sutherland leagues Club. ' 

OUEENSLAND 
Cairns Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Russell Krautz 070 541085; Trs: 
Kasanda Brease 070 558559; 
Sec: lance Keough 070912117, 
31 Holm Street, Atherton OLD 4883. 

Capricorn Skyriders Club Inc 
Pres: Brian Hampson 079 226527; 
Sec: Geoff Craig 079 923137; 
Brian Smith 079 287958. 

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc 
Pres: Peter Beard 07 33487150, 
Peter_Beard@msn.com; Vice-Pres: Ken 
Hill 07 55435631, kenhill@qldnet.com.au; 
Sec: Tony Gates 07 33983241 ; Trs: Yve 
Beard 07 33487150, Peter_Beard@msn.com 
SSO: Gordon Mackenzie 07 55450146. 

Conondale XC Fliers Club Inc 
13 Cottman St, Buderim OLD 4556 
Fax: 07 54451897. ' 

Gladstone Hang Gliding Club 
4 Cairn cross St, Gladstone OLD 4690; 
Trs: Pat Purcell, 079 793414; 
Sec: Sandy Gemmell, 079 750232; 
PR: Hans Respondek, 079 721203. 

Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club 
53 Yungar St, Coolum OLD 4573; Pres: 
Michael Powell 07 54742249, 018166320; 
Vice-Pres: Mal Price 07 54480038' 
Sec/Trs: Cathy Edmunds 07 54463421 ' 
SSo: Dave Cookman 07 54498573. ' 

Townsville Hang Gliding Association Inc 
Pres: Gary Rogers 077 538565 (w), 
077 79264511 (h); Vice-Pres: Peter Scarle 
077 721766 (w), 077 212666 (h); Sec/Trs: 
Brad Cooper 077 792853 (hI. fax 077 815230; 
SSO: Graeme Etherton 077 724467. 

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Wayne Smith 079 513392; Sec/Trs: 
Ron Huxhagen 079 552913, Fax: 079 555122. 

VICTORIA 
Eastern Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: John Carter 03 7285203 (h); Sec: 
Glenn Sheppard 0397267995; SSO: Harry 
Summons 059 646055 (h), lance Sheppard 
059623570 (h); Member Co-ord: Brian lane 
0398781358; Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 
Montrose Town Centre Meeting Room, 
cnr Swansea Rd & Mt Dandenong Tourist 
Rd, Montrose. 

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club Inc 
Pres: Jeanette Mclaren 03 57544910; Trs: 
Dave Romeril 03 57562216; Sec: Karl Texler 
03 57501733; SSO: Geoff White 03 57501244' 
Meetings: 1st Thu/month 7pm, Bright ' 
Info Centre. 

Southern Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Mike Slape 03 5438331 (h); 
Meetings: 1stTue/month, Anchor & Hope 
Hotel, 481 Church St, Richmond. 

Sky High Paragliding Club 
Pres: Richard Worton 03 95835083 (h); 
Vice-Pres: Hamish Barker 0392917717 (w); 
Sec: lucy Wickham 03 95835083 (h); 
M/ships: Phillip Taylor 0395314842 (h); 
Meetings: 1st Wed/month 8pm, Grapevine 
Hotel, 59 Wellington St, Collingwood. 

Southern Cross Paragliding Inc 
Pres: Craig Martinson 03 95928382 (h); 
Vice-Pres: Andy Abbott 0419 897005' 
Sec: Nic Matthews 03 95928382 (h) ~r 
018450626; Trs: Greg long 0398221984 (h); 
Meetings: last Wed/month. 

The Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Ted Remeika 015 841107; Sec: Tony 
Hughes 03 52612415 (h); Trs: Geoff 
Coombes 03 52298578 (h); SSO: Rob Van 
Der Klooster 03 52223019 (h); PR: Warwick 
Spratt 03 52531096. Meetings: 1 st Fri/month, 
Anglesea Hotel, Great Ocean Rd, Anglesea. 

Western Victorian Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Phillip Campbell 03 53343034' 
Vice-Pres: Tony lowry 03 5335619~; 
Trs: Sandra Holtkamp 03 53492845; 
Sec: Meg Bailey 03 53356194; SSO: Rohan 
Holtkamp 03 53492845; Meetings: last 
Sat/month, The Golden Age Hotel Beaufort. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Avon Valley Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: David Drabble, 08 93071816; Vice
Pres: Rob Stevenson 08 92211338; Sec: 
Stephen Hoeffs 0895275782; Trs: Michael 
Derry 08 92840750; www: http://kite.ois.net. 
au/-treetop/hangie/avon/eagles.htm. 

South-West Microlight Club, Bunbury 
Paul Coffey 0416 251161 or 0897251161 . 

Cloud Base Paragliding Club Inc 
Pres: Evan Williams 09 4585454' 
Sec: Julian McPherson 09 227~266' 
Meetings: 1st Wed/month, Boulev;rd Ale 
House East Vic Park. 

Western Soarers Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Gary Bennett 09 3804357' 
Sec: Anna Munt 09 3772021. ' 

Geraldton & Midwest Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Debbie Maher 08 99562596 (w), 08 
99251001 (h); Sec/Trs: Des Hill 08 99216219, 
PO Box 3359, Bluff Point, Geralton WA 6531 . 

The Great Sandy Desert Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Ian Sallie 091 798487 (h); 
Sec: Joe langford 091 798655 (h). 



For morf.' in~niml'"tinn 
nf.'arf.'st I or call frH on 
1800 338 915. or write to: Icom 
Australia Pty. Ltd. 290-294 Albf.'rt 
Strf.'f.'t. Brunswick. Victoria 3056. 
Ph (03) 9387 0666 Fax (03) 9387 
0022A.C.N. 006 092 575 



ADVERTISEMENT 

T
he flying sites are suitable for both low hour Restricted 

pilots wanting to gain hours and Advanced pilots wanting 

a challenge. There are landing areas on the long white 

beaches below launch and heaps of great places on top. You can 

soar the dunes for 30km or fly 200km thermalling an inland ridge 

or soaring the awesome cliffs - it's your choice, your challenge. 

If you feel like having a break from the flying you can check out 

the fantastic caves, go surf fishing, swimming or surfing - if you 

don't inind the sharks. 

Expedition costs include travelling from Dynamic Flight to 

Eucla and return, with an air-conditioned overnight stop at Port 

Augusta each way. This year we are taking far more comfortable 

vehicles with air-conditioning and reclining seats that can travel 

a little quicker than the minibuses we used last year. 

Air-conditioned accommodation (essential in these parts if 

you want a good night's sleep) and breakfasts will be at the Border 

Village Motel and are supplied as part of the expedition costs. The 

Motel is approximately 5km from the main launch at Wilsons Bluff 

We will be using Toyota minibuses from our Motel to the launch 

and for retrieves and other outings. 

To cater for international and interstate pilots we will have 

gliders available for hire (at extra cost) if you don't want to or can't 

supply your own. . 

For your convenience and your glider's good health, all the 

gliders will be. stored and transported in large PVC tubes on 

trailers for the whole tour! 

I
f you want ro know more about flying at Eucla take some time 

to read the article which appeared in this year's April/May 

edition of Skysailor. 

If you want to see video footage from our last rour, send $35 

and your return address to: 

DYNAMIC FLIGHT 1MB 236B TRAWALLA VIC 3373. 

For bookings or a free expedition info-pack 
phone/fax Rohan Holtkamp on 03 53492845. 

Exp.clltlon elat •• : February 7·' 8 

$923 + $23 p.n. accommoelatlon 

Enquire about the new budget option! 
$538 + $23 p.n . accommodation 

IMI 2361 'UWALLA VIC 3373 - Phone/fax 03 53492845 


